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St. John Lutheran 
Church & Preschool 
     122 Cheyenne Mesa 

     Hamilton, TX 76531 

 

Phone:          (254) 386-3158 

Preschool     (254) 386-3332 

Fax:              (254) 386-3159 

 

Pastor— 

pastorreich@gmail.com 

Secretary— 

stjohnlutheran 

office@gmail.com 

Youth Coordinator— 

youthstjohn 

lutheran@gmail.com 

Preschool— 

stjohnlutheran 

preschool@gmail.com 

 

Website: 
www.stjohnhamilton.org 

 

May we continue to be 
used by God and share 

the Gospel with A Heart 
for Hamilton County and 

the World!! 

Christmas People! 

 

At the beginning of a new year, I would say that there are a 

lot of different thoughts going on in everyone’s minds.  Some 

may be hoping that the new year brings us a lot of what last 

year had for us.  On the other hand, others pray that 2017 will 

be different for various reasons.  As we saw during the Advent 

Season, life can certainly bring us things that we really didn’t 

sign up for, but even in the midst of those times we can have 

joy, hope and peace that Christmas brings.  

This is what it means to be Christmas People.  As Christians 

living in a broken and hurting world, we can be people who 

bring joy, hope and peace to the lives of others.  Not only can 

we live confidently with joy, hope and peace, but we can point 

others to the joy, hope and peace that Jesus brought for every-

one that very first Christmas.  While we have set aside Christ-

mas Day to celebrate Jesus’ birth and to rejoice in the gifts that 

He brings to us, there is reason to celebrate and rejoice every 

single day of the year.   

 We are told in John 1:14, “The Word became flesh and made 

his dwelling among us.”  Jesus came into our world so that He 

could experience everything that we go through and to also 

know what we feel like.  He walked in our shoes so He would 

know what we go through.  We can go into the new year know-

ing that Jesus dwells among us and walks with us no matter 

what we experience in life.   

May we be Christmas People as we are used by God to share 

the message of Christmas with A Heart for Hamilton County 

and the World!    
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Birthdays 
1

st
 Joseph Ellis 

3
rd

 Breanne Turner 

4
th 

H C Wenzel 

5
th 

Blake Balzen 

 Robert Turner 

 Jason Whitt 

7
th 

Kolten Kunkel 

8
th
 Christina Rudolph 

9
th 

Erica Bussey 

 Alex English 

10
th 

Davin Crouch 

11
th
 Charles Jahns 

14
th
 Kristen Robinson 

 Jaydon Watson  

 John Zaruba 

15
th
 Tracy Cox 

17
th
 Jason Bussey 

18
th
 Tarah Carpenter 

20
th
 Jean Ranney 

 Raymond Wenzel 

 23
rd

 Sean Montgomery 

 24
th 

Brenda Armstrong 

 Johann Jeschke 

 Doug Payne 

 Kansas Pierce 

25
th
 Dorothy Schoedel 

 Cody Tawater 

26
th
 Kyler Kensing 

 Jason Seider 

27
th
 Cara Finstad 

 Trey Geter 

 John Isensee 

28
th
 Frances Donahoo 

 Kelli Nolen 

29
th
 Kathy Payne 

30
th
 Louise Landrum  

 Jayln Martin 

31
rd

 Vicki Colbert 

 Brooke Tomlinson 

Baptisms 
1st Mark Nolen 

 Donna Smith 

 James Smith 

 Acy Watson  

4th H C Wenzel 

7th Don Tyson 

 Jerry Zschiesche 

14th David Tyson 

17th Roberta Craig 

18th Irene Zaruba 

19th Karen Johnson 

22nd Vicki Marwitz 

 Connie Nolte 

29th Tracy Cox 

 Melissa DeLaGarza
   

Anniversaries 
 

    1
st              

Billy & Rhonda Geter   6yrs 

                    Bill & Sandy Olsen           41yrs 

   20
th
          Jim & Brenda Schrank            27yrs 

   23
rd

          James & Betty Tischler            63yrs 

   25
th
          Jimmy & Judy Whitt  50yrs 
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Opening/Breakfast 

Sundays 8:30am 

 

Sunday School 

Sundays 9:00am 

 

Church Worship 

Sundays 10:00am 

 

B.L.A.S.T. 

Wednesday 3:30 

Pre-K thru 2nd 

 

Pre-Confirmation 

Wednesday 3:30 

3rd thru 5th 

 

Jr. Confirmation 

Wednesday 5:30 

6th thru 8th 

 

Sr. Youth 

Wednesday 6:30 

9th thru 12th 

$ 9,044  
 Current 

$ 50,000 

$ 100,000 

$ 150,000 

$ 200,000 

$ 230,000 

At the Voters’ Meeting on October 25, 2016, Charles Jahns presented the build-
ing plans that the Planning Committee has been working on.  We are still very ear-
ly in the planning stages, but it was decided to start a Building Fund that members 
can start contributing toward as we go forward with the planning stages.  The cur-
rent plans can be seen in the narthex outside the church office.  Additional input 
that anyone has is welcomed and encouraged. 

The Building Fund currently has $9,044.  It was reported at the Voters’ Meet-
ing that the concrete work and insulated outer structure would cost approximate-
ly $130,000.  This does not include the plumbing, electrical, heating/cooling, interi-
or walls and finishing.  A goal at this point has been set at $250,000. 

The expansion project would give our youth a large room to meet in, another 
nice size meeting room and the preschool the space they need to have everything 
contained on one side of the building.  Also included in the plans for expansion is 
the plan to remodel our current kitchen.  If anyone has any questions or ideas do 
not hesitate to share your ideas.   

 

Memorials Given  

        In Memory of :                 Given by: 
    General Fund: 
               Eddie Krueger                           Bert Schrank 

    Building Fund: 

               Jean Bottlinger                         Neil & Lynn Muxworthy 

              Bette Odom               Neil & Lynn Muxworthy 

Honorariums Given  

             In Honor of:                  Given by: 

      Jerry & Kay Zschiesche             Courtney Craig 

     Jerry & Kay Zschiesche              Julia Stanley 
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What an amazing time we had this year taking 22 kids from the  Jr. and  Sr. Youth to Holi-
day in the Park. Thank you to our chaperones Pastor Reich, Ryan and Misti Polster for all 
there help. For some of the kids, it was their first experience at Six Flags. They were full of 
smiles and excitement all through the park. What a blessing it is to have these kids in our 
youth and to be able to take them. God is Great. 
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Jr/Sr Youth NEWS 

 

ANNUAL GOODY BAG MAKING 
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Christmas Caroling  

Around the Town 
Thank you, to everyone who participated in the Christmas Caroling. We 

were able to spread Christmas Joy to the local nursing homes and 24 member  

homes this year.  Our youth  shined the light of  Jesus,  singing praise to the 

people. 
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I would like to thank all the kids and parents who showed up after school on 
Wednesday to help make goody bags to be given out at the Christmas Eve Pro-
gram.  We would also like to thank  our congregation who generously donated 
to help make this successful.  We were able to collect $485.  The money left 
over will be going into the Camp Savings account. Again,  thank you for all 
your Support! 

ANNUAL GOODY BAG MAKING 
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Parent News 
•Thank you for attending our 
Christmas Program! The chil-
dren did a fabulous job! 

•Thank you parents for all of 
your help with the “Happy 
Birthday, Jesus” Party! It is al-
ways such a special day. 

•Tuition reminder: check with 
Tiffani Logan to verify that tui-
tion is current before leaving 
for the Holiday break.  

 

Important 
Dates 
•Early Release – Wednesday, 
December 21st at 12:00 noon 

•Christmas Break- December 
22nd- January 6th  

•Back to School – Monday,  
January 9th! 

PRESCHOOL NEWS  
DECEMBER     stjohnlutheranpreschool@gmail.com    (254) 386-3332 

A Note from the Director 

 

The Christmas Program is one of our favorite activities of the year. We love sharing 
the story of Jesus’ birth with our families and community. Thank you all for bring-
ing goodies to share and for filling the Family Life Center with a large audience. We 
are such a blessed community! 
 

Over the past month we have focused our learning on the true meaning behind 
Christmas and Friendship. We hope that the lessons carry with your children 
through the Holiday season and as they grow. When we return in January, we will 
continue to work on their preschool and Kindergarten skills. We want to encourage 
you to continue to read books with your children over the Christmas break. There 
are learning moments all around us, all the time, and young children are so willing 
to soak up all of the information available to them. Thank you for trusting us with 
your most precious gift. It is a blessing to us to take part in loving, teaching, and 
guiding your children. 
 

We wish you a Merry Christmas and many blessings over the Christmas Holiday! 
 

In Christ Love- 
 

Tiffani Logan 

 



The Eagle  January 2017 

 9 

 

Spotlight On… 

The 4 B’s 
• Bathing. Baths are a soothing, 
hygienic, and decisive way of 
separating the evening’s eating 
activities from sleeping. That 
means that when feeding time 
is over, your child will get the 
message that eating is not in 
any way, shape, or form a cue 
to go to sleep.  

•Brushing. Whether you choose 
to brush your child’s teeth right 
after the last feeding or just 
before the actual bedtime it-
self, we strongly encourage you 
to get in the habit of having a 
toothbrush be the last thing in 
your baby’s mouth at night. 

•Books. We’ve found nothing 
more suitable to provide com-
fort than books at bedtime. 
Since you don’t want food or 
drink to become your child’s 
bedtime source of comfort, 
books can serve as the perfect 
cue that it’s time to cuddle up 
and go to sleep.  

•Bedtime. We suggest you stop 
trying and instead stick to im-
plementing a routine time for 
your child to get ready for and 
get into bed. Once you’ve set 
the stage so that bathing, 
brushing, and books signal bed-
time, you should just let your 
child fall asleep independently.  

 

 

CLASSROOM NEWS  
Little Lambs    Mighty Lions    Kinderoos 

Some of the fun and learning the Little Lambs had 
this month included: 

•Working hard on learning our songs for the Christ-
mas Program. 

•They also enjoyed learning about their Bible stories 
about the birth of  baby Jesus. 

•They also enjoyed playing in their classroom centers: 
fake snow, tree decorating, snow playdough, and our 
gift wrapping center. 

Learning took place for the Mighty Lions this month when they… 

•Learned the true meaning of Christmas and learned 
the Christmas story and about the birth of our Savior 
baby Jesus. 

•We also enjoyed festive activities like tree deco-
rating, ornament making, and playdough cookie mak-
ing center. 

•We also had a very special birthday party to cele-
brate the birth of baby Jesus. 

Kinderoo 

Mighty Lions 

 

The Kindergarten adventures included… 

•Enjoyed reading our Bibles and reminding ourselves of 
the real reason for the season. 

•Learning Christmas songs and creating crafts. 

Tree Farm-learned different types of trees and how 
they grow  

•Earning beads for counting and reciting pledges.   

Little Lambs 

What’s 
Happening 

This 
Month 
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Music Notes 

by: 

Gary 

Gromatzky 

 

“The Lord is not slack 

concerning His promise, 

as some count slack-

ness, but is longsuffer-

ing toward us, not will-

ing that any should per-

ish but that all should 

come in repentance.” 2 

Peter 3:9 

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
Robert Robinson 

1758 
 

Robert Robinson had a rough beginning.  His father died when he was young, and 
his mother, unable to control him, sent him to London to learn barbering.  What 
he learned instead was drinking and gang life.  When he was seventeen, he and 
his friends reportedly visited a fortune-teller.  Relaxed by alcohol, they laughed 
as she tried to tell their futures.  But something about the encounter bothered 
Robert, and that evening he suggested to his buddies they attend the evange-
listic meeting being held by George Whitefield. 
 
 Whitefield was one of history’s greatest preachers, with a voice that 
was part foghorn and part violin.  That night he preached from Matthew 3:7: 
“But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, 
he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers!  Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come?’”  Bursting into tears, Whitefield exclaimed, “Oh, my hearers!  The wrath 
to come!  The wrath to come!” 
 
 Robert immediately sobered up and sensed Whitefield was preaching di-
rectly to him.  The preacher’s words haunted him for nearly three years, until 
December 10, 1755, when he gave his heart to Christ. 
 
 Robert soon entered the ministry, and three years later at age twenty-
three, while serving Calvinist Methodist Chapel in Norfolk, England, he wrote a 
hymn for his sermon on Pentecost Sunday.  It was a prayer that the Holy Spirit 
flood into our hearts with His streams of mercy, enabling us to sing God’s prais-
es and remain faithful to Him.  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” has been a 
favorite of the church since that day.   
 
 Robinson continued working for the Lord until 1790, when he was invited 
to Birmingham, England, to preach for Dr. Joseph Priestly, a noted Unitarian.  
There, on the morning of June 8, he was found dead at age fifty-four, having 
passed away quietly during the night.  

 
Take a few moments to offer this hymn as a personal prayer,  
especially remembering those last insightful lines: 
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Let thy goodness, like a fetter,  

bind my wandering heart to thee. 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,  

prone to leave the God I love; 

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,  

seal it for Thy courts above. 

 

Come, Thou fount of every blessing,  

Tune my heart to sing Thy grace. 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing,  

Call for songs of loudest praise. 

Teach me some melodious sonnet,  

Sung by flaming tongues above. 

Praise the mount!  I’m fixed upon it,  

Mount of God’s unchanging love. 

 

Here I raise my Ebenezer;  

Hither by Thy help I come. 

And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,  

Safely to arrive at home. 

Jesus sought me when a stranger  

Wandering from the fold of God; 

He, to rescue me from danger,  

Interposed His precious blood. 

 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor  

Daily I’m constrained to be! 

Let thy grace, Lord, like a fetter,  

Bind my wandering heart to Thee; 

Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it ,  

Prone to leave the God I love. 

Here’s my heart, Lord, take and seal it,  

Seal it for Thy courts above. 
Ref:  Then Sings My Soul, Special Edition, Thomas Nelson Publishers, Nashville 

We, again, are in awe of the many ways you have blessed our family 

this Christmas! Treats, gift cards, Christmas cards, open house vis-

itors, monetary gifts, and so much more have been given to us by 

you; Our Church Family.  We truly do appreciate each and everyone 

of you for your service to this church and to our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. 

           Much Love in Christ, 

    Pastor, Stacy, Jonathon, Riley &  Jaley Reich 
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St. John Lutheran Church & Preschool 

122 Cheyenne Mesa 

Hamilton, Texas 76531 


