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St. John Lutheran 
Church & Preschool 
     122 Cheyenne Mesa 

     Hamilton, TX 76531 

 

Phone:          (254) 386-3158 

Preschool     (254) 386-3332 

Fax:              (254) 386-3159 

 

Pastor— 

pastorreich@gmail.com 

Secretary— 

stjohnlutheranoffice@gmail.com 

Preschool— 

stjohnlutheranpreschool@gmail.com 

 

 

Website: 
www.stjohnhamilton.org 

 

May we continue to 
be used by God and 

share the Gospel 
with A Heart for 
Hamilton County 
and the World!! 

“Here I Stand, I Can Do No Other!”   
 

Martin Luther is attributed to saying these words as he stood 

before an assembly, the Diet of Worms, in 1521.  Luther was 
asked to recant his writings against the Holy Roman Empire.  He 

responded with the following:  

“Unless I am convinced by the testimony 

of the Scriptures or by clear reason (for I 
do not trust either in the pope or in 
councils alone, since it is well known 

that they have often erred and contra-
dicted themselves), I am bound by the 

Scriptures I have quoted and my con-
science is captive to the Word of God. I 
cannot and will not recant anything, 

since it is neither safe nor right to go 
against conscience. May God help me. 

Amen.” 

All of the uproar began on October 31, 1517 when Martin Lu-
ther nailed his 95 Theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wit-

tenberg.  These statements attacked the corrupt practices of the 
Roman Catholic Church.  It was never Luther’s intent to break 

away from the Catholic Church, but to simply reform the errors 
that had crept into the church.  Martin Luther took a stand on the 
Scripture alone thus sparking what is often referred to as the 

Protestant Reformation. 

October 31, 2017 will mark the 500th Anniversary of Luther’s 

nailing of the 95 Theses on the Castle Church door.  Reformation 
celebrations are already being planned for 2017.  Our circuit is 
currently planning one that will be held on Sunday, October 29, 

2017, at 3:00 pm.  The location is still to be determined.   

Since the past is best explored through the people who lived it, 

over the next year we will be taking a look at 12 men and women 
passionate about the Reformation re-discovery of the Gospel—

either for or against it. These iconic individuals used their unique 
vocations to create theological and cultural tidal waves beginning 
in the sixteenth century and continuing today. See how the gra-

cious Word of the Lord had the final word in bringing the 
“it’s still all about Jesus” proclamation to the corners of Europe 

and beyond.  
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Birthdays 
1st Julie Watson 

2nd Dawn Johnson 

 Ima Jean Roberts 

3rd Carlos Olalde, Jr. 

 Paige Stanford 

4th Dickie Coleman 

 Judy Whitt 

6th James Smith 

7th Jennifer Finstad 

 Daniel Olalde 

 Kim Tyson 

9th Jack Bussey 

 Emma Johnson 

 Carlos Olalde, Sr. 

10th Allison Bussey 

 Mason Bussey 

 

11th David Burton 

12th Ted Jahns 

 Martin Wenzel 

 Addley Yates 

13th James Zschiesche 

14th Sandy Olsen 

16th Brad Martin 

17th Jack Watson 

19th Shirley DeLoach 

20th Marlee Clark 

 Don Tyson 

21st Faye Senger 

 Justin Stanford 

22nd Michele Cathey 

 Danna Hurst 

 Emmey Turner 

23rd Chris Bottlinger 

 Geraldine Kauitzsch 

24th Connie Nolte 

 Emily Wagner 

 Steve Young 

27th Linda Moore 

 Dayle Squyres 

28th Joseph Polster 

29th Sharolyn Lawson 

30th Lawson Yates 

Baptisms 
1st Reagan Reich 

2nd Denis Getter 

6th Mary Ellen Burton 

7th Daniel Olalde 

 Alan Watson 

10th Jim Schrank 

11th Jaydon Watson 

13th Erik Christensen 

 Anna Gaydos 

14th Doug Wagner 

16th Brayden Armstrong 

 Jill Muxworthy 

 John Polster 

18th Albert Peters 

 Connie White 

 Kyle Zschieshe 

19th Taylor Clark 

20th Wilma Gaydos 

 Delores Stanford 

21st Greg Arnett 

22nd Jonathan Hurst 

 Emery McElroy 

 Colt Weiser 

 Maggie Wenzel 

23rd Ricky Brown 

24th Roger Bushee 

 Keaton Muxworthy 

26th Sydney English 

27th LeeRoy Tyson 

28th Julie Watson 

 Tracy Wenzel 

29th Cecil Kauitzsch 

30th Calvin Friedrich 

 Darrell Wagner 

Anniversaries 
4th Dan & Kara Chorenziak   27yrs 

6th H.C. & Wyvonne Wenzel  62yrs 

7th   Paul & Kathy Christensen  35yrs 

15th Albert & Artie Peters  69yrs 

22nd Chris & Jennifer Niemann 19yrs 

  24th   Forrest & Cecelia Jenson   52yrs  
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All pies are homemade from scratch!!!  
 

The St. John L:utheran Church Junior Confirmation class is having a Thanksgiving 

pie fundraiser in efforts to raise money for upcoming trips—Youth Quake and Lone 

Star Summer Camp and activities. 
 

All pies are pre-order only, Oct 26-Nov 9m and 

will be available for pick-up on Tuesday, Nov 22 

at St. John Lutheran Church Family Life Cen-

ter.  We will call if ready before Nov 22.  
 

To order pies you can contact the church office 

254.386.3158 or a Junior Confirmation Student. 

 

Sponsored by 

St. John Lutheran Jr. Confirmation Class 

2nd Annual  

Thanksgiving Pie Fundraiser 

Pumpkin                      $12 
 

Buttermilk                           $12 
 

Pecan                       $16 
 

Pecan Buttermilk                $15 
 

Cherry                       $14 
 

Apple                                   $14                

Pre-order 
Oct. 26-Nov 9 
Pickup 
Nov 22 will call if ready before 

Confirmation Students 

 

Davin Crouch 

Jaley Reich 

Jack Bussey 

Jessica Brown 

Cody Tawater 

Caden Hopper 

Mattie Ondursek 

Emiliegh Burton 

Jaydon Watson 

Brad Surley 

Mitch Surley 

Grant Surley 

John Polster 

Dawson Melde 

Amber Tyson 

Mattie Crouch 
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The Luther Seal 

Here is how Luther himself ex-
plained its meaning: 

First, there is a black cross in a 
heart that remains its natural 
color. This is to remind me 
that it is faith in the Crucified 
One that saves us. Anyone who 
believes from the heart will be 
justified (Romans 10:10). It is 
a black cross, which mortifies 
and causes pain, but it leaves 
the heart its natural color. It 
doesn’t destroy nature, that is 
to say, it does not kill us but 
keeps us alive, for the just shall 
live by faith in the Crucified 
One (Romans 1:17). The heart 
should stand in the middle of a 
white rose. This is to show that 
faith gives joy, comfort, and 
peace—it puts the believer into 
a white, joyous rose. Faith 
does not give peace and joy 
like the world gives (John 
14:27). This is why the rose 
must be white, not red. White 
is the color of the spirits and 
angels (cf. Matthew 28:3; 
John 20:12). This rose should 
stand in a sky-blue field, sym-
bolizing that a joyful spirit and 
faith is a beginning of heaven-
ly, future joy, which begins 
now, but is grasped in hope, 
not yet fully revealed. Around the field of blue is a golden ring to symbolize that blessedness in heaven 
lasts forever and has no end. Heavenly blessedness is exquisite, beyond all joy and better than any pos-
sessions, just as gold is the most valuable and precious metal. 
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At the Voters’ Meeting on October 25, 2016, Charles Jahns pre-
sented the building plans that the Planning Committee has been 
working on.  We are still very early in the planning stages, but it was 
decided to start a Building Fund that members can start contrib-
uting toward as we go forward with the planning stages.  The current 
plans can be seen in the narthex outside the church office.  Addi-
tional input that anyone has is welcomed and encouraged. 

The Building Fund currently has $2,044.  It was reported at the 
Voters’ Meeting that the concrete work and insulated outer structure 
would cost approximately $130,000.  This does not include the 
plumbing, electrical, heating/cooling, interior walls and finishing.  A 
goal at this point has been set at $250,000. 

The expansion project would give our youth a large room to 
meet in, another nice size meeting room and the preschool the space 
they need to have everything contained on one side of the building.  
Also included in the plans for expansion is the plan to remodel our 
current kitchen.  If anyone has any questions or ideas do not hesi-
tate to share your ideas.   

(portion outlined in yellow is the possible addition of the back of the FLC) 

$ 50,000 

$ 100,000 

$ 150,000 

$ 200,000 

$ 230,000 

$ 2,044 Current 
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1864 

 

William  

Walsham How 
(1823 – 1897) 

 

But the saints of 

the Most High 

shall receive the 

kingdom, and pos-

sess the kingdom 

forever, even for-

ever and ever.  

Daniel 7:18 

 

Music Notes 

by: 

Gary 

Gromatzky 

William Walsham How was born into a wealthy British home just before Christ-
mas in 1823.  His father was a lawyer and his grandfather a preacher.   William at-
tended Oxford to study law, but after graduation he entered the Anglican ministry.   
He proved very capable and was offered the Bishopric of Manchester; but he turned 
it down without even telling his family of the offer.  He also refused the Bishopric of 
Durham, England, with its large salary and prestige.  He wanted to serve in hum-
bler places. 

In 1851, he became a country parson in the rural parish of Whittington near the 
Welsh border.  He labored there for twenty-eight years, during which time he wrote 
most of his nearly sixty hymns.  In 1879, he moved to London and began working 
tirelessly among the poor as an assisting (suffragen) Bishop.  

He was called the “Omnibus Bishop” for he refused to ride in the private coach 
afforded bishops.  He preferred public transportation.  He was also called “the Poor 
Man’s Bishop” because of his concern for the poverty-stricken of Victorian London.   

William tended toward liberalism in his theology and was influenced by the in-
tellectual trends of his day, including the theory of evolution.  His son once said, 
“My father considered evolution to be the wonderful way in which the Lord formed 
man out of the dust of the ground.” 

Nevertheless, William was a passionate soul-winner and an evangelical hymnist.  
He once said a minister “should be a man pure, holy, and spotless in his life; a man 
of much prayer; in character meek, lowly …..devoting his days and nights to lighten-
ing the burdens of humanity.”  And he said about his poems: “A good hymn should 
be like a good prayer—simple, real, earnest, and reverent.” 

In 1897, How was asked to write the national hymn for the British Empire’s ob-
servance of Queen Victoria’s Jubilee, but he had little time to enjoy the honor.  He 

died on August 10 that year while vacationing in Ireland.  
One of William’s greatest hymns is “For All the Saints,” originally titled “Saints 

Day Hymn—Cloud of Witnesses—Hebrews 12:1.”  It was written for All Saints’ Day 
(November 1) and is often used as a processional in church services on that day due 
to its majestic tune.  It was first published in 1864 in Earl Nelson’s Hymns for 
Saint’s Days and Other Hymns.   
 

For all the saints Who from their labors rest, 
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed, 

Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest.   
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

 
Thou wast their Rock, their fortress and their might, 
Thou, Lord, their Captain in the well – fought fight, 

Thou in the darkness drear, their one true light.   
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

(continued on next page) 
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Opening/Breakfast 

Sundays 8:30am 

 

Sunday School 

Sundays 9:00am 

 

Church Worship 

Sundays 10:00am 

 

B.L.A.S.T. 

Wednesday 3:30 

Pre-K thru 2nd 

 

Pre-Confirmation 

Wednesday 3:30 

3rd thru 5th 

 

Jr. Confirmation 

Wednesday 5:30 

6th thru 8th 

 

Sr. Youth 

Wednesday 6:30 

9th thru 12th 

 

 

 

Week at a Glance 

 

 

O blest communion, fellowship divine! 
We feebly struggle; they in glory shine.  
Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine.   

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

And when he strife is fierce, the war fare long. 
Steals on the ear the distant triumph song. 

And hearts are brave again and arms are strong. 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  

 
From earth’s wide bounds and ocean’s far thest coast, 
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host. 

Singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
Alleluia!  Alleluia!  

Seminary Family Christmas Gifts 

 

It’s that time of the year again where we bless a 

seminary family for Christmas. 

  

Our family this year is the  

Terral Family 

Paul and Jamie 

Madelyn (9) 

Lillie (7) 

Samuel (4) 

Baby Boy (due in Nov) 

 

Be watching for the Christmas tree in the narthex  

for suggested gift items.   
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Advent  

Schedule 

 

Wed, Nov 30th 

The Gift of Hope 

 

Wed, Dec 7th 

The Gift of love  

 

Wed, Dec 14th 

The gift of joy 

 

Wed, Dec 21st 

The gift of Peace 

 

Sunday, Dec 25th 

The gift of Jesus 

 

Please join us for 
evening meals at 

5:30p each week! 

 

Services begin  

at 630p 

November Canned  

Food Drive 

The Junior and Senior 

youth will be collecting 

canned food items the 

whole month November to 

give to United Care to help local families in need.   

If you would like to help the youth in their service 

project, you can drop off canned food items to 

Shawna at the church. 

We are in need of 60 lbs. 

of sweet potatoes for 

the community Thanks-

giving lunch.  They need 

to be warmed and deliv-

ered by 9:30 am. Thank 

you for help again this 

year.   

Our Hamilton Center is in need 
of baby wipes, shampoo, body 
wash, and lotion.  We will be col-
lecting these items over the next 
few Sundays.  The smaller pack-

ages of ba-
by wipes 
with a pop-
up lid are 
best. 

I know it’s hard to believe that it is al-

most Christmas time.  Where does the 

time go these days?  During B.L.A.S.T. 

we will be working on the Christmas 

Program for church that will take 

place on Christmas Eve at 6:00 pm in 

the Family Life Center.  Please let me 

know if your child would like to be in 

the Christmas Program. 
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Welcome 
to all of 
our new  
Officers 

and Board  
Members 

and 
THANK  
YOU for 
being will-

ing to serve 
St. John 
and your 

LORD and 
Savior  
Jesus 

Christ with 
your gifts 

and talents! 

St. John Officers and  

Board Members for 2017 

President 

*Jim Schrank 

 

Vice President  

*Darrell Wagner 

 
Secretary 

*Connie White 

 

Treasurer 

*Calvin Friedrich 

 

Board of Elders 

Johann Jeschke 

Tom White 

Billy Lawson 

Sonny Delagarza 

Brad Tomlinson 

*Charlie Bottlinger 

* Slim Witzsche 

*Travis Moore 

 

Board of Finance 

Cecelia Jenson 

Josh Bauman 

Donna Smith 

*Mischelle Bottlinger 

*Susie Odom 

Preschool  Board 

Christina Rudolph 

Melanie Housden 

Sarah Bauman 

*Jennifer Finstad 

*Charla Rudd 

*Stacy Reich 

 

Board of  

Trustees  

Derrek Hungerford 

John Schoedel  

Klayton Kensing 

James Smith 

*Mark Sellers 

*Kerry Kensing 

 

Board of  

Education 

Kayla Edwards 

Angie Tawater 

*Fabiloa Olalde 

*Danny Crouch  

*Bonnye Wenzel 

 

SS  

Superintendent 

*Ryan Polster 

Assistant SS  

Superintendent 

*Kara Chorenziak 

 

Social Welfare  

Representative  

*Buckie Pate 

 

Board of Youth 

Rick Housden 

*Misti Polster  

*Chrissy Kensing 

*Elissa Crouch 

 

Endowment Fund 

Jessika Martin  

Kathleen Payne 

*Dawn Johnson 

 

Board of  

Outreach 

Quin Hanson 

Charles Johnson 

Jon English 

Linda Moore 

*Tracy Cox 

*Isaac Wenzel 

 

(* newly elected)  
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Parent News 

Did you know that we 
offer a number of differ-
ent program options & 
learning opportunities? 

 

When you increase your 
child’s number of days 
they attend preschool, 
drop-in for the morning 
or afternoon, they are 
being exposed activities 
that help develop their 
academics, social and 
emotional skills, self-
esteem, and physical 
development. Please 
take a moment to talk 
to Tiffani Logan about 
the enriching opportuni-
ties St. John’s Lutheran 
Preschool provides for 
your children. 

 

 

Important 
Dates 

 

 Kindergarten 
Thanksgiving Feast:  
November 11th 

 NO SCHOOL:      
November 21st-25th

 

 

PRESCHOOL NEWS  
October     stjohnlutheranpreschool@gmail.com    (254) 386-3332 

A Note from the Director 
Our fall parties were spectacular! A big thank you to all of the parents who helped plan 
the activities, set-up/cleaned, supplied prizes, and brought candy and food. The chil-
dren had an amazing time. Thank you for celebrating with us! 
 

St. John Lutheran Preschool is happy to announce that we have added three new subs 
to our teaching team; Kimberly Maddox, Micala Crownover, and Kate Gwartney. We 
are very blessed to have them as they each share our passion for teaching children and 
sharing the love of Jesus with others. 
 

Our T-shirt fundraiser was a huge success! We sold over 140 shirts and raised $700 for 
the preschool. 
 

The next two months will pass by before we know it. Looking forward, we will not have 
school the week of November 2st1-25st for Thanksgiving break. Our upcoming learning 
themes through November are: It’s Fall!, The Pilgrims and Native Americans, I am 
thankful!, and Friendship. We are looking forward to leaning about the heritage and 
history of Thanksgiving and the true meaning behind the holiday. 
 

Thank you for sharing your children with us and allowing us to care and love them each 
day. 
 

Blessings, 
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Spotlight On… 
 

READING with your 
child at home 

 

Here are a few tips and 
ideas to help cultivate a 
love of reading at home: 

•  Let your child hold the 
book  and turn the 
pages as you read 

•  Let them finish the 
sentences  if reading 
with you 

•  Point to the words as 
you read so they can 
associate words with 
reading 

•  Visit the library 

•  Read with them every 
day 

•  Allow them to choose 
books they are inter-
ested in 

•  Be excited about read-
ing with your child, it is 
contagious!  

CLASSROOM NEWS  

What’s Happening This Month 

Little Lambs 
Some of the fun and learning the Little Lambs had this 
month included: 

•  Sorting pumpkin seeds and learning about the differ-
ent parts and life cycle of a pumpkin 

•  Putting their fire safety knowledge to work with their 
fire and firetruck dramatic play center 

•  Learning to recognize and write their names 

•  Discussing their Bible stories such as: The Birth of Mo-
ses, The 10 Commandments, and the Battle of Jericho 

Learning took place for the Mighty Lions this month when they… 

•  Worked on letter sounds by identifying objects and 
telling the teacher what letter the word starts with 

•  Simulated putting out fires while learning about com-
munity helpers 

•  Focused on why we call 9-1-1 and practiced dialing it 

•  Practiced their pre-writing skills with playdough, scis-
sors, tracing, and sorting using tweezers 

The Kindergarten adventures included… 

•  performing school wide polls and tallying the 
votes 

•  learning about bats and spiders. We've 
learned to research, label and write facts 
about the wonderful mysterious creatures 
that God has created. 

•  using our Bibles to read the stories. Not only 
are they learning parts to their Bible, but they are also noticing sight 
ords as we read the text.  

Kinderoos 

Mighty Lions 
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St. John Lutheran Church & Preschool 

122 Cheyenne Mesa 

Hamilton, Texas 76531 


