
   

   

Sunday Morning 

8:30    Breakfast/Opening  

9:00 Sunday School   

10:00  Worship 
 

Tuesday 

9:00  Quilting 
 

EVERY MONTH 

1st Sunday– Nursing Home Devotions     1:30pm 

2nd Week– Board Meetings  

3rd Saturday--Men’s Club           7:15am 

 

See Calendar for more Information!! 

 

Meal & Service 
 

  Wednesday Meal  5:30pm 

  Wednesday Service  6:30pm 
 

Dec 2nd  Men’s Club/Elders      Beef Stew 

Dec 9th  Jr. & Sr. Youth      Super Nachos 

Dec 16th  Board of Ed       Spaghetti Dinner 

The Christmas Cast! 
 

I literally can not believe I am already writing the December news-
letter article.  I am not sure why time seems to fly by so fast, but 
one reason why I believe it does is because of the fast-paced lives 
we live.  School activities, work assignments, organization meet-
ings, doctors appointments, church activities, family visits, and 

the list goes on.  Even with all of these things going on in our lives, when we get home there is still 
more that stimulates us — computer, television, video games, cell phones and more.  Nearly every 
waking moment of the day we are physically or mentally doing something.  When our minds and 
bodies are busy time flies by. 

As we begin to prepare for Christmas it is time for us to slow down.  With all of the things going 
on in our lives we need to stop for a moment and think about what Christmas means for us.  Dur-
ing this Advent Season we will have opportunities to worship during the week.  The sermon series 
for Advent and Christmas is going to be The Christmas Cast.  As with any movie, there are charac-
ter traits that each actor and actress begin to exhibit as they play their parts.  They become more 
and more obvious to us as the movie goes on.  Some of those traits we may wish we possessed and 
others that we would not want to be a part of our lives. 

On the Sundays and midweek services for Advent through New Year's Eve, we will be looking at 
the individuals in the biblical Christmas account.  Each of the individuals have certain character 
traits that we can learn from as we face the ups and downs of living out our daily lives in this 
world.  We will focus on one individual and a specific trait at each of the services.  Through our 
time together during the Advent/Christmas season, it is my prayer that we can be encouraged by 
these individuals as they faced their own challenges and struggles. 

May we continue to be used by God with A Heart for Hamilton 
County and the World! 
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1st Jaley Reich 

3rd Phillip Pierce 

 Jimmy Whitt 

4th  Marjorie Seider 

6th  Kade McKandless 

8th Cora Hurst 

  Grace Hurst 

 Debbie Roberts 

  Doyle Roberts 

9th Laverne Brown 

10th Travis Odom 

11th Chrissy Kensing 

13th Jerry Zschiesche 

14th Kasey Kunkel 

15th Lorin Lange 

 Grant Surley 

 Mitch Surley 

16th Karen Johnson 

17th Avery Hall 

19th Doyle Cook 

 Brianna Hill 

 Amber Tyson 

20th Johnny Clark 

21st Winnie Pearl Kelm 

22nd Toni Mishnick 

23rd Brodi Mishnick 

 Brad Surley 

24th Reagan Wagner 

25th Melissa DeLaGarza 

 David Tyson 

26th Henlee Wagner 

27th Josh Chorenziak 

 Bonnye Wenzel 

 Irene Zaruba 

28th Lindsey Hanson 

29th Joe Sommerfeld 

30th Emiliegh Burton 

 Jane Wagner 

3rd Alice Jeschke 

 Steve Young 

5th Auden Martinez 

7th Jaley Reich 

 James Zschiesche 

8th Brenda Schrank 

9th Bert Schrank 

10th Ima Jean Roberts 

11th Ted Jahns 

 Judy Knoll 

 

 

 

 

 

12th Jacob Robertson 

 Martin Wenzel 

15th Lois Hungerford 

16th Casey Finstad 

 Sharolyn Lawson 

 Billie Looney 

 Cole McCown 

18th Joseph Polster 

19th Geraldine Kauitzsch 

 Cade Robertson 

 Colton Robertson 

21st  Mary Jeffers 

 Charles Rudolph 

 Gretchen Rudolph 

 Michael Rudolph 

22nd Danna Hurst 

 Eddie Krueger 

23rd Myron Kauitzsch 

24th Emily Wagner 

26th Tyler Peace 

27th Majorie Seider 

30th Jacob Dossey 

 Trever Sellers 

 Tyler Sellers 

31st Reagan Wagner 

14th 

Joe & Michele Cathey 

30yrs 

 

21th 

Robett & Julie Stanley 

41yrs 

 

23rd 

Milton & Jean Bottlinger 

33yrs 

Gary & Tootie Schoen 

49yrs 

 

26th 

Dickie & Kathy Coleman 

44yrs 

 

27th 

Carlos & Fabiola Olalde 

24yrs 

 

28th 

Louis & Frances Donahoo 

30yrs 

9th 

Patrick & Debbie Roberts 

41yrs 
 

11th 

Quin & Lindsey Hanson 

11yrs 
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No Sr. Youth for month of December.  

Enjoy time being a witness of Jesus 

with your family and friends  

Jr. Confirmation will meet at 5:30 

for the advent meal and help to with 

the advent service 

Christmas rehearsals are be- ginning 

the Sunday following Thanksgiving dur-

ing the Sunday School Hour.  We also are 

starting our 3rd-5th grade kids during 

BLAST.  All kids will be practicing for 

Christmas Eve Musical Program during 

BLAST after Thanksgiving.  We will per-

form (dress rehearsal) at Pottsville on 

Sunday December 13 then enjoy a meal 

with their congregation that night.  

Please try your best to have your chil-

dren present for rehearsals if they plan to 

participate for Christmas Eve. 

We will need someone to help hand out 

shepherd and angel costumes to our 2nd  

grade and below children on Sunday,           

 December 13 during Sunday 

 School.  For the kids grades 3rd-

 5th, they should dress in 1950s 

 attire for both plays. 

 Call Misti Polster 254-248-2350 

 for questions. 

Newsletter  
In an effort to be more conscientious about 
our resources, at the first of 2016 our newslet-
ters will available for pick up at the church, 
emailed to you or can be viewed on our web-
site at www.stjohnhamilton.org (can already 
be viewed at our website).  There is a sign up 
sheet by the church office for you to select 
your preference.  If you would like it emailed 
you can fill out the sheet or send an email to 
Mary Ellen at stjohnlutheranoffice@gmail.com 

stating you would like your copy emailed.  

Sr. Youth will be going to Six Flags Holiday in the 

Park December 19th, 2015  leaving at 9:00am. Six 

Flags is open from 12pm to 10pm so it will be late 

getting home.  You will need to give Mary Ellen or 

Shawna $20.00 for the ticket (we will pay the rest)  

we will also stop at CiCi’s before (we will pay at 

CiCi’s) so bring money for any extra food or souve-

nirs.  

Mary Ellen (254)386-3158 or Shawna  (254)688-0373. 

 

Billingslea Wilson GoodFellow 

    Sock & Underwear Drive 

 

Socks & Underwear any size 

Any donation is appreciated 

http://www.stjohnhamilton.org
mailto:stjohnlutheranoffice@gmail.com
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Charles Wesley 
1738 

 

 Some people become very disturbed when a pub-

lisher changes the words of an old hymn.  Of course, this 

is not legally possible while a copyright is in force, and 

great caution must be exercised in “editing” a very old 

hymn that is now public property.  A poet must be granted 

some rights with his own creation. 

 

 However, an author often makes alterations 

himself; even after his work has appeared in print.  

The first line of this Christmas hymn, as originally 

published in 1739, was “Hark, how all the welkin rings, 

Glory to the King of Kings!”  Fourteen years later, au-

thor Charles Wesley changed those words to “Hark! 

The herald angels sing, Glory to the newborn King.”  

During the ensuing decades there were many changes; 

some stanzas were dropped and others were rear-

ranged.  The hymn as we know it appeared in the New 

Version of the Tate and Brady Psalter in 1782, while 

Wesley was still living. 
 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King: 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With th’angelic host proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born king.” 

 

 “Welkin” is an archaic word for “heavens” or 

“sky,” and so we see that Wesley begins his hymn with the 

song of the angels on the first Christmas morning.  “Glory 

to God in the highest heaven . . . and peace on earth, for 

all those pleasing Him” (Luke 2:14).  As we sing these 

deeply meaningful phrases, it soon becomes clear that this 

is something more than a simple Christmas carol.  The 

phrase “God and sinners reconciled” reminds us that 

Christ came, not to enforce political amity, but to bring 

peace between God and man.  The Christmas story is told 

concisely in II Corinthians 5:19: “God was in Christ rec-

onciling the world to himself.”  Of course this involves a 

change in us.  As Romans 5:1 says, “Since we have been 

made right in God’s sight by faith in His promises, we can 

have real peace with Him because of what Jesus Christ 

our Lord has done for us.”  This is the peace promised by 

the angels on Christmas morning! 

 

Christ, by highest heaven adored; 

Christ, the Everlasting Lord! 

Late in time behold Him come, 

Offspring of the Virgin’s womb: 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

Hail th’Incarnate Deity, 

Pleased as man with men to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King.” 

 

 Throughout the hymn Charles Wesley continues to 

probe the deep mystery of Christmas, the mystery we call 

the Incarnation.  Christ who is the eternal King of heaven, 

worshipped by angels and archangels - - lays aside the 

glory which is properly His, and condescends to be born 

of a virgin in a dark, dirty stable.  Philippians 2:6 puts it 

this way: “For He, who had always been God by nature, 

did not cling to his prerogatives as God’s equal, but 

stripped himself of all privilege by consenting to be a slave 

by nature and being born as mortal man.” 

 

 Of course, Jesus was still God, and He often 

displayed His divine power and personality.  But most 

men did not recognize Him as God because His divinity 

was hidden in human flesh.  This is the Lord of heaven 

who was pleased to dwell as a man with ordinary men.  

This also explains one of His names, found in the Old 

Testament and quoted by the angel to Joseph, “Behold, 

a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, 

and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being 

interpreted is, God with us”. 
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We need quilters to help assemble quilts for Lutheran World  Relief!!  Due 
to natural disasters (earthquakes, etc.) and many refugees fleeing war-
torn areas, the relief organizations with which LWR partners will be need-
ing lots of quilts!  So bring your scissors and come join us Tuesday morn-
ing from9-12 or we can give you squares to sew into tops at home.  For 
more information contact Shirley Meissner (254) 386-2103. Thank you to 
the men who put our tables together each week.  We really appreciate    
 you!! 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings, 

Risen with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the new-born King.” 

 

 Finally, the hymn reminds us of two more of 

Christ’s names, given by Hebrew prophets long before 

His birth.  The great passage in Isaiah 9:6 foretells: 

“And his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 

The Mighty God, The everlasting Father.  The Prince 

of Peace,”  Malachi 4:2 speaks also of the coming of 

Christ, “But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun 

of righteousness arise with healing in his wings.”  Wes-

ley adds his own commentary about this figure of 

Christ the Sun.  The physical sun is not only our source 

of light; it is the origin of life itself.  Without the sun, 

all plant life would die.  Without vegetation, animal life 

could not subsist.  In the same way, Jesus Christ is the 

source of our spiritual light and our spiritual life. 

 Yes, Jesus’ birth holds many mysteries.  He 

who is immortal was born a mortal in order that man 

might live eternally with Him.  He was born once in 

order that we might be born again. 
 

 Many folk who join in singing the carols, shar-

ing all the happy festivities of Christmas, are unwilling 

to think of Christ in this way.  It has been said that as 

long as we can keep Jesus as a charming baby in a 

manger, He makes no demands upon our lives.  But 

Jesus was born to die!  He 

grew to manhood, lived a per-

fect life, and then died on the 

cross, and rose again, for our 

eternal salvation.  This is the 

true Christ of Christmas, and 

we must acknowledge Him 

our lord, if we are to cele-

brate this season properly. 
 

It is my sincere hope that each 

of you have a very MERRY 

CHRISTMAS and remember 

that we are celebrating OUR 

LORD and SAVIOR.   
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St. John Lutheran  

Preschool & Kinder  
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” Matthew 19:14a 

 We had an amazing month at the preschool.  The kids 

LOVED playing at the pumpkin themed restaurant, weighing 

and measuring pumpkins, drawing and painting pumpkins, and 

digging in the corn bucket.  This month we will be focusing on Thanksgiving, 

pilgrims and Indians.  Preschoolers will have the opportunity to create a 

Thanksgiving Meal at the dramatic play center, read in the tepee, sail the 

Mayflower in the sensory center, create fall themed art at the art center, 

and make fall cutouts in the play dough center!.  We will also start 

practicing for our Christmas program which will take place on Sunday, December 13th in the Family Life 

Center.  Kids love telling the story of Jesus birth through song.  Please plan to join us that day to celebrate 

the Christmas story.  In Christ Love-     Boofy and Christina 

A NOTE FROM THE PRESCHOOL 

Little Lambs have been busy, busy, busy!  They made crazy 

glasses to celebrate the letter G and will be wearing crazy hats 

for the letter H.  The little lambs are also working on their 

colors and shapes.  Ask your child to point out shapes and colors that 

they see in their environment.  Students are still going to Chapel with 

Pastor Reich every Tuesday and love singing songs are hearing the Bible 

story! 

LITTLE LAMBS 

254-386-3332 stjohnlutheranpreschool@gmail.com 

Kinderoos had a great time at the Pumpkin Patch in Stephenville.  They went on a hay ride, 

played in corn, walked the corn maze and picked out a pumpkin to bring home! The children are 

enjoying their trips to the library and love 

sharing about their books each week.  

Kinderoos have also been busy writing in their 

journals, counting and practicing sight words.  They will 

be taking a field trip to the Christmas Tree farm in 

December! 

KINDERGARTEN ACTIVITIES 
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The Afternoon Zoo Crew is excited to announce their new activity 

schedule.  They are adding music, science, games and cooking to 

their already fun and exciting schedule!  The new schedule is 

listed below: 

 

Game Day Mondays (board games, active games, math games, ABC games) 

Creative Arts Tuesdays (crafts, drama, songs, puppet shows) 

Wacky Science Wednesday (experiments, nature walk, hands on discovery) 

Theological Thursdays (getting in depth with the Bible Story) 

Food Friday (mixing, measuring and creating) 

ZOO CREW 

Mighty Lions have had a great month studying H, B and D. Each week 

they go on a scavenger hunt to find objects that start with their letter 

of the week and love trying to stump their friends each Friday with 

their show and tell!  They have also been working on numbers 1-10, 

counting and comparing. 

MIGHTY LIONS  

Will be having a Christmas theme party at their upcoming December 
game day. We will be having Christmas snacks and also a small gift 
exchange game. Gifts can be small homemade items or anything you 
think appropriate, including re-gifting that item from last year. We al-

- Come and 
join us for an afternoon of fun and fellowship.   
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St. John Lutheran Church & Preschool 

     122 Cheyenne Mesa 

     Hamilton, TX  76531 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address Service Requested  

Non Profit 

Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit No. 10 

Hamilton, TX 

Phone:   (254) 386-3158 

Fax:      (254) 386-3159 

Preschool:  (254) 386-3332 

E-mail:  Pastor—pastorreich@gmail.com 

     Secretary—stjohnlutheranoffice@gmail.com  

      Preschool—stjohnlutheranpreschool@gmail.com 

 

Website: www.stjohnhamilton.org 
 

 


