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We cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard! 

 

This was the response that Peter and John gave when the Sanhed-
rin told them not to speak or teach in the name of Jesus.  If you re-
call, Peter told the cripple to get up and walk in the name of Jesus 

Christ of Nazareth.  The Sanhedrin then questioned Peter as to 
where this power to heal came from.  Peter and John knew that it 

came from none other than Jesus Christ.   

Their lives had been so drastically changed by the life, death and 

resurrection of Jesus that there was nothing going to stop them 
from speaking about Jesus.  There were no words that were going to 
stop them.  There was no punishment that was going to stop them.  

I am almost sure that Peter thought to himself, "Never again will I 
deny who Jesus is."  It is on this certainty of who Jesus is that we 

see the church explode in growth in the Book of Acts.  The disciples were literally on fire 

with the Holy Spirit to share the good news of Jesus Christ. 

We have that same certainty of who Jesus is.  He is the one who took the punishment 

of our sins and was raised to life to assure us of eternal life.  Now, because of the for-
giveness and life we have in Jesus, we cannot help but speak about what we have seen 

and heard.  We are called to speak the truth of God's Word and the Holy Spirit empowers 
us to do so.  We have the awesome message of Jesus Christ to share.  Nothing should 

stand in our way.   

May we continue to be used by God with A Heart for Hamilton 

County and the World!    

The Men’s Club met April 18th 

with seven men present.  We en-

joyed another hearty breakfast , 

hot coffee and good conversation,  

Our discussion covered around 

our annual Mother’s Day Chicken BBQ.  We de-

cided to sell our chickens and sausage again 

this year for $8.00 dollars each.  Cooking will 

begin on Thursday afternoon May 7th.  All help 

will certainly be welcome.  We also discussed 

providing roses for all the Mom’s at our Sunday 

Service on Mother’s Day.  After a brief devotion  
we adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.   

    Jerry Zschiesche 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission Uganda will be selling beans & potato 

salad in conjunction with the Men’s Club Moth-

er’s Day Chicken BBQ. 
 

Mother’s Day Weekend 

May 7-9, 2015 
 

Chicken & Sausage will be sold at St. John 

and at the Hamilton Courthouse 
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Sunday Morning 

8:30    Breakfast/Opening   

9:00 Sunday School   

10:00  Worship 
 

Tuesday 

9:00  Quilting 

 

Friday 

Closed  
 

EVERY MONTH 

1st Sunday– Nursing Home Devotions   1:30pm  

2nd Wednesday– Preschool Board   5:30pm 

2nd Tuesday—Board of  Ed   6:00pm  

2nd Week– Board Meetings  

3rd Saturday--Men’s Club   7:15m 

April 

 

May 4: Donuts for Dads– Mighty Lions and Kinder 
 7:30-8:15 

May 5: Donuts for Dads– Little Lambs &:30-8:15 

May 11: Muffins for Moms– Mighty Lions and Kinder 
 7:30-8:15 

May 12: Muffins for Moms– Little Lambs 7:30-8:15 

May 17: Kinder Graduation 1:00 

May 17: Mighty Lions Send-Off Program 3:00 

May 22:  Last Day of School  

 

 

PRESCHOOL UPCOMING EVENTS 

Thank you so much for the opportunity for 

me to be a part of St. John not only as a 

member but as an employee.  This job has 

truly been a blessing to me and my family.  

I especially want to thank you for all of the 

cards, candy, gifts, gift cards, calls, plants 

and the wonderful song from Preschool that 

you have generously blessed me with on ad-

ministrative day. Word cannot express how 

thankful I am to be apart of St. John and 

your family.  Thank You to each and every-

one from the bottom of my heart.   

                    

   Mary Ellen and Family 

 

 

Thank you 
very much for 

purchasing 
plants from 
the Sr. Youth.  
Your support 

is greatly  
appreciated. 
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A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR 254-386-3332 stjohnlutheranpreschool@gmail.com 

We had a great month at St. John.  The 
month sped by so quickly.  We began 
the month celebrating our Risen Savior!  
The children enjoyed singing Easter 
songs for their friends and family.  We 
learned many new songs the last month 
and even a sweet Easter poem that 
helped the children remember the true 

meaning of Easter.  This month the children have also been 
learning about the lifecycle of many different animals such as the 
frog and the butterfly.  We have also enjoyed planning bean 
seeds and watching them grow in our classroom.  It is so exciting 
to watch the wonder of nature through children’s eyes.   

It’s hard to believe we are entering into the last month of 
school.  We have many fun activities planned to finish out 
a great year together!  God has been so good to us.  We 
are so blessed!   

This month we 
wrapped up our 

study of the alphabet!  We will now begin reviewing all the 
letters and making sure the students have a great founda-
tion of letter recognition and letter sounds.  The Little 
Lambs and Mighty Lions are also learning to count higher 
and higher everyday.  We are so proud of all they have 
learned this year.  This month we had a health fair spon-
sored by the Hamilton General Hospital.  It was a great 
opportunity for our children to learn more about staying 
healthy and safe.  Our children have also been able to 
watch plants and bugs grown in our centers.   

PRESCHOOL  ACTIVITIES 

Our Kinder class has had a fun month of field trips.  They had their regular 
trips to the library but also was able to take a trip to the 
Studio on the Square for an art lesson.  The children had 

an art lesson from Melissa Craig and it was amazing!  The children then took a trip 
to Clowdus Dairy and learned all about the dairy business.  The students were 
able to see new born baby cows, watch cows being milked, see how they are fed, 
see how baby cows are fed and learn so much from Mr. and Mrs. Clowdus.   

KINDERGARTEN ACTIVITIES 

Our Bible time this month fo-
cused on Jesus’ death and resur-
rection.  The children loved shar-
ing the story with Pastor over and 
over each week during chapel.  It 
was great to hear them remem-
ber more and more details of the 
story as we retold it each day 
from the death, then added the 
details for the burial, the n the 
resurrection.  Then the stories of 
the 2 disciples seeing Jesus alive 
and to His ascension back into 
Heaven.  The retelling of this 
great story by 
children  is 
amazing.  God 
is so good.   

BIBLE TIME/CHAPEL 
Our zoo crew continues 
to grow and have fun in 
the afternoons.  They do 
many hands-on activi-
ties that enrich and en-

hance our morning learning curriculum.  
This month the children have done lots 
of painting using their imagination and 
creativity.  They have also talked about 
the parts of a flower and parts of an in-
sect.  The children’s favorite activity this 
month was making a light up lightning 
bug.  We are thankful for the beautiful 
weather that has allowed our afternoon 
kids to play outside, catch 
bugs, play catch and ride 
bikes.  Afternoon drop-ins 
are available daily.  Please 
let us know one day ahead 
of time if you would like 
your child to be dropped-in.   

ZOO CREW 

 

Thank you to everyone who 
made our HAM FUNDRAISER 
successful!  We appreciate 
you supporting our school!   

Also, thank your to the Mish-
nick family and the Bussey 
family for the donation of large toys for our 
centers.  We were needing some gently used 
toys to replace some toys that had been real-
ly loved on.  A BIG thanks to the Clowdus 
family for allowing the Kindergarten class to 
come to your dairy!  Thank you to the Ru-
dolph family for your donation of new puz-
zles.  Thank you to all of those who have pro-
vide snack donations and birthday treats.   

We are so blessed by all of our wonderful 
families!  Also, thanks for all of the birthday 
treats. 

THANK YOU’S 
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Birthday's 
1st Barry Finstad 

 Jerome Pietzsch 

3rd Kathy Kensing 

 Jacob Robertson 

4th Donna Abdou 

 Micah Stork 

7th Daniel Bottlinger 

 Emilie Reeves 

 Easton Turner 

8th Forrest Jenson 

 Tom White 

9th Bobby Moore 

11th Josh Squyres 

12th Julia Whitt 

14th Alyssa Bottlinger 

 Caleb Wagner 

 Brian Witzsche 

16th Tyler Peace 

18th Bill William 

19th Nic Bottlinger 

 Louis Donahoo 

20th Chris Niemann 

 Luther Smith 

 

 

 

21st Lucas Robinson 

23rd Hailey Holden 

 Hanna Holden 

25th Kain Kunkel 

26th Sherrie Tomlinson 

27th Ross McElroy 

 Kate McNeeley 

28th  Clayton DeLaGarza 

30th Dennis Schoen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baptism’s 
2nd Steven Schneider 

5th Bob Jarvis 

6th Rita Oldham 

8th Forrest Jenson 

12th Devyn Gilmore 

 Bette Odom 

 Gary Schoen 

 Julie Stanley 

13th Frances Schrank 

 Gayla Squyres 

15th Amen Abdou 

 Chris Zschiesche 

19th Imogene Goins 

 Erica Massingill 

22nd Dixie Gromatzky 

 Sabrina Sellers 

25th John Zaruba 

26th Brody Brown 

 Clayton Tyson 

29th Laverne Brown 

Anniversaries 
17th  Paul & Susie Odom  35yrs 
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Quilting News 
 

WE DID IT!!  We set our goal of 

200 quilts this year and we were able to 

surpass that thanks to the diligent work of our vol-

unteers and contributions from the community.  The week 

after Easter Owen Carlson from the Gap picked up our 268 

quilts and delivered them to Dallas for us.  Owen graciously 

transports Lutheran World Relief donations from several 

churches in the Gap, Norse and Clifton area as well as our 

own.  We have already started on next years quilts and have 

more than 20 quilts made.  Thanks to all who contribute to 

this effort.  We are always grateful for any fabric, thread, 

sheets, batting, etc.  As well as hands to help with this work.  

Come join us 9am-12pm every Tuesday in the Family Life 

Center. 

 

Ruth Guild Meeting 

Sunday, May 10th 

3:00 
 

We want to invite and encourage all the 

women of our congregation to join the Ruth 

Guild for devotion and fellowship. 
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MISSION UGANDA 
Fundraising Events 

 

Contact a Mission 

member to order a  

T-shirt or to make a 

donation. 

May 14th, 15th & 16th 
 

Donation Accepted 
 

Any & all items can be dropped 

off  at the church put your items in 

the Cargo Trailer that is located 

by the van shed. 

Mission Uganda  

T-shirts Available 

$12.00 

May 2nd  5pm-10pm 

Supper provided  with games. 

$10.00 donation per child. 

Makeup on a Mission  
I, Kym Jeschke, will donate all pro-
ceeds for Mary Kay product pur-
chased through me during the 
month of May to the Mission Ugan-

da trip.   

Call 254-977-4937 to place an or-

der or see a catalog.  

Mission Uganda will be selling 

beans & potato salad in conjunction 

with the Men’s Club Mother’s Day 

Chicken BBQ. 

tel:254-977-4937
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MISSION UGANDA 
Uganda, as in Africa?   A family from College Station that moved their whole family to 

Uganda to fight Malaria?   And through fighting malaria has brought Christ’s love to 

people?  That’s just a little outside of my comfort zone.  That’s what many thought 

when Jason Bussey stood up in front of St. John Lutheran Church, gave a testimony, and 

announced he felt called to be part of a mission team traveling to Uganda.  AND—Jason also felt strongly that 

Pastor Reich was going with him.  He explained Healing Faith had invited a small group of individuals to 

Uganda to witness their ministry and provide support and assistance as needed.  The following week, Pastor 

Reich announced 4-6 additional spots had opened up, but people must decide within 1 week if they were 

called to go.  That happened to be a “pot blessing” Sunday and before Jason went home, they team was filled 

with 6, possibly 8 additional people!  God works in mysterious ways! 

The “Healing Faith” ministry was founded by Jason and Kari Segner of College Station, TX.  On their web-

site they state “In January 2011 Jason and Kari went to Uganda, Africa on a short term mission trip. They 

were immediately captivated by the people and the culture. The trip was life changing…” 

The family moved to Uganda in January, 2012 with their four children and started a ministry called 

“Healing Faith.  The short term goal of Healing Faith is to provide the rural villages with malaria educa-

tion, prevention and treatment.  While providing malaria prevention they share the good news of God’s 

grace and love for his people. 

The Mission Uganda team is made up of St. John members-Jason Bussey, Pastor and Jonathon Reich, 

Linda Moore, Diane Graham, Todd and Boofy Mishnick, and Andrew Chorenziak. The group has 

planned a variety of fundraising events including T-shirt sales, event meals, Parent Night Out, raffles, and 

garage sale.  The first fund-raising event took place on Saturday, April 18th.  Childcare was provided at 

St. John Lutheran Church from 3 P.M.-10:00 PM.  Children had supervised activities including movies, 

crafts, and games.  Supper was served and children made their own homemade ice cream and ate it with-

out dirtying a dish!  There were so many children there and everything went so great, that St. John is con-

sidering a “Parent Night Out” once a month.  A minimum donation of $10 per child was requested and 

donations poured in.     

Fundraising prior to a mission trip is a significant part of going on the trip.  It not only helps raise the 

funds but also is bonding for the team for the work in front of them.  It also helps the community be in-

volved in the mission even though they are unable to physically go to Uganda.  If you want to support the 

MISSION UGANDA watch for upcoming events and spread the word!  Most of all, pray for this team! 

 
Mission Members 

Jason Bussey 

Diane Graham 

Todd Mishnick 

Boofy Mishnick 

Linda Moore 

Andrew Chorenziak 

Jonathon Reich 

Pastor Reich 
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PLANNING COMMITTEE - Due to the discussion at the voters' meet-

ing April 27th and the preschools need for more room, the voters de-

cided to move forward in looking into a building project (youth center, 

retreat center, preschool addition, etc.).  Everyone's input is welcomed 

and needed.  Watch announcements for when the meetings will take 

place.  

Preschool Board News 
With the annual Easter ham fundraiser and preschool registra-
tion for 2015-16, April was a busy month for St. John Lutheran 
Preschool Board. We sold 100 hams and brought in $2000 for 
supplies for the preschool. We greatly appreciate everyone 
who supported the fundraiser by purchasing hams and helping 
us get the word out. Special thanks to Johann Jeschke, Dr. 
Tim Rudolph and Josh Bauman for cooking hams and to Calvin 
Friedrich for generously donating the wood. 

With 57 kids preregistered, 2015-16 looks to be a big year at St. 
John Lutheran Preschool. Currently, we have 23 Little Lambs 
(3s), 20 Mighty Lions (4s) and 14 Kinderoos preregistered. We 
are so very thankful that the Lord continues to bless our 
school even as the abundance overflows our facility. We ask 
for prayers of thanksgiving as well as guidance as we look into 
expansion to meet the needs of our community through His 
service. 

We invite everyone to join us on Sunday, May 17 at 1:00 pm for 
Kinder promotion and at 3:00 pm for Might Lions promotion.  
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June 15-19 
Will be here before we know it 

So please: 

 Pray 

 Pre-Register—At Church office.   

  T-shirts are here. $5.00 ea. 

 Volunteer—we specially need guides, help-
ers, bible story           tellers & music 
leader & music helpers. 

We are planning on decorating June 5th-9th, so if 

 

May 24, 2015 
A breakfast will be served to 

Honor the Confirmands. 
 

Daniel Bottlinger 
Kain Kunkel 

Elaine Polster 
Brenden Tomlinson 

Trevor Sellers 
Reagan Wagner 

 

 

Sunday 
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Must turn in the following by May 3rd: 

June 17th 

Class of 2015 

High School Graduation 
May 30, 2015 

Chandler Craig Auditorium 

Jos
h C

hor
enziak

 

Riley Reich Caitlyn Riley 

Sean Montgomery 

Carlo
s O

lald
e Kolten Kunkel 
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Come, Thou Almighty King 
By Gary Gromatzky 

 
“Come, Thou Almighty King” is a hymn for which we 

have little or no background.  Although it is one of the 

best known English hymns, we do not even know who 

wrote it.  The text first appeared in a little pamphlet in 

1757, together with a hymn by Charles Wesley.   It too 

may be a Wesley hymn, but no hymnologist has ever 

claimed that it is.   

 

The rhythm and meter of this hymn are most unusual; 

in fact, only one other hymn—“God save our gracious 

king,” the British national anthem – uses it, and that 

melody was first used for these words.  “God Save the 

King” had appeared about fifteen years earlier, and it 

seems as if “Come, Thou Almighty King” may have 

been conceived as a sequel to it.  One hymn is a prayer 

for an earthy ruler; the other is a prayer to a heavenly 

King.   

 

Some churchgoers who sing these words frequently 

may not have noticed that this is a Trinity hymn.  Each 

of the first three stanzas is addressed to a different 

member of the God-head, and the last stanza to “the 

great One in Three.”  The first verse speaks to God the 

Father, our Almighty King, and is a prayer that He will 

help us to sing His praise.  The last phrase mentions a 

name of God which is given in Daniel 7:22, “Ancient of 

Days” speaks of God’s eternity, his timelessness.  He 

has always existed and He will always exist.   

 

The second stanza, addressed to God the Son, reminds 

us of the opening words of John’s gospel; “In the begin-

ning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God.”  Here is a prayer to Jesus Christ 

who is God incarnate, God in the Flesh.  In Revelation 

19, John’s vision of Christ, we read that “his name is 

called The Word of God” (verse 13) and that “out of his 

mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite 

the nations” (verse 15).  Yes, Christ came the first time 

to be our  Redeemer; He will come again to be our 

Judge. 

If any song leader is tempted to omit the third stanza 

when singing this hymn, we would remind him not to 

slight the third person of the Trinity.  For this is a pray-

er to God the Holy Spirit, the Holy Comforter.”  The 

name here actually means “Paraclete” (Advocate or 

Lawyer) because the Holy Spirit represents Jesus 

Christ, now that the Son has returned to His Father in 

heaven.  One of these lines reminds us that it is the Holy 

Spirit who “beareth witness with our Spirit, that we are 

the children of God.”  Another phrase declares that, 

although God’s Spirit is almighty, He can only rule our 

hearts when we allow Him to do so. 

 

The truth of the Trinity, that God is One yet Three or 

“One in Three,” cannot fully be understood.  Many 

scholars have tried to probe its mystery and to express 

it in words.  One of them, a certain Joseph Dare, has 

said:  “Steam is water, and ice is water, and water is 

water; these three are one.”   

 

John Wesley once said:  “Tell me how it is that in this 

room there are three candles and but one light, and I 

will explain to you the mode of the divine existence.” 

 

Come, Thou Almighty King, Help us Thy name to sing,  

Help us to praise; Father, all glorious, O’er all victorious,  

Come, and reign over us, Ancient of Days. 

 

Come, Thou Incarnate Word, Gird on Thy mighty sword,  

Our prayer attend; Come, and Thy people bless, And give 

Thy word success;  Spirit of holiness, On us descend.                           

 

Come, Holy Comforter, Thy sacred witness bear 

In this glad hour; Thou who almighty art, Now rule in every 

heart,  

And ne’er from us depart, Spirit of power.  

 

To the great One in Three, Eternal praises be 

Hence, evermore!  His sovereign majesty,  May we in glory 

see, 

And to eternity, Love and adore! 
 

Ref:  “Crusader Hymns and Hymn Stories” The Billy 

Graham Evangelistic Ass. , Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Kolten Kunkel 
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St. John Lutheran Church & Preschool 

     122 Cheyenne Mesa 

     Hamilton, TX  76531 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address Service Requested  

Non Profit 

Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit No. 10 

Hamilton, TX 

Phone:   (254) 386-3158 

Fax:      (254) 386-3159 

Preschool:  (254) 386-3332 

E-mail:  Pastor—pastorreich@gmail.com 

     Secretary—stjohnlutheranoffice@gmail.com  

      Preschool—stjohnlutheranpreschool@gmail.com 

 

Website: www.stjohnhamilton.org 

May we continue to be used by God as we live by and share the Gospel  

with A Heart for Hamilton County and the World!! 

 


