
   

   

Encourage One Another! 

 

I say this every year, but it is hard to believe that we are 
beginning a new year.  As the new year begins I am sure 
that everyone's 2016 calendar is already filling up.  We 

live in such a fast paced society that it is really unbeliev-
able.  Our lives are packed with activities, meetings, par-

ties and what ever else you want to add to the list.  One 
thing that I don’t know if we think much about is the fact that as the 

years go by we are getting closer and closer to Christ's return.  

Now I know that nobody knows the day or time of His return.  People have been wait-
ing for it for centuries.  In fact, the disciples were convinced that they would see his re-

turn.  With the busyness of our lives, I wonder how often we think about His return?  I 
would venture to say that with our busy schedules we don't think about it much at all.  I 
think that our calendars reveal a lot about this.  How many things do we have scheduled 

on our calendars that are spiritual versus secular?   

The writer of Hebrews tells us in chapter 10 verses 23-25, "Let us hold unswervingly to 

the hope we profess for he who promised is faithful.  And let us consider how we may spur 
one another on toward love and good deeds.  Let us not give up meeting together, as some 

are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another — and all the more as you see 

the Day approaching."  

We need to focus on our spiritual lives more than anything else in the world.  We are 
also to be an encouragement to others to focus on their spiritual lives.  Why?  Because 
souls are at stake.  The writer of Hebrews points out that we are to do this all the more as 

we see the Day approaching.  The Day is the day of Christ's return.  As we begin a new 
year, resolutions are a big deal.  Let's make a resolution together to focus more on our 
spiritual lives as well as encouraging others to do the 

same. 

May we continue to 

be used by God with A 
Heart for Hamilton 

County and the World!    

Sunday Morning 

8:30    Breakfast/Opening  

9:00 Sunday School   

10:00  Worship 
 

Tuesday 

9:00  Quilting 
 

EVERY MONTH 

1st Sunday– Nursing Home Devotions     1:30pm 

2nd Week– Board Meetings  

3rd Saturday--Men’s Club           7:15am 

 

See Calendar for more Information!! 
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3rd Cory Ellis 

 Breanne Turner 

4th HC Wenzel 

5th Blake Balzen 

 Ida Sommerfeld 

 Robert Turner 

 Jayson Whitt 

7th Kolten Kunkel 

8th Christina Rudolph 

9th Erica Bussey 

 Alex English 

11th Charles Jahns 

14th Kristen Robinson 

 Jaydon Watson 

 John Zuraba 

15th Tracy Cox 

17th Jason Bussey 

18th Tarah Carpenter 

20th Jean Ranney 

 Raymond Wenzel 

23rd Sean Montgomery 

24th Brenda Armstrong 

 Johann Jeschke 

 Doug Payne 

 Kansas Pierce 

25th Imogene Goins 

 Dorothy Schoedel 

 Cody Tawater 

1st Mark Nolen 

 Donna Smith 

 James Smith 

 Jack Watson 

4th HC Wenzel 

7th Don Tyson 

 Jerry Zschiesche 

10th Winnie Pearl Kelm 

14th David Tyson 

18th Irene Zaruba 

19th Karen Johsnon 

 Bonnye Wenzel 

22nd Vicki Marwitz 

 Connie Nolte 

29th Tracy Cox 

 Melissa DeLaGarza 

1st Billy & Rhonda Geter   5yrs 

 Bill & Sandy Olsen   40yrs 

20th Jim & Brenda Schrank  29yrs 

23rd James & Betty Tischler  65yrs 

25th Jimmy & Judy Whitt   49yrs 

26th Kyler Kensing 

 Jason Seider 

27th Cara Finstad 

 Billy Geter 

 John Isensee 

  

28th Frances Donahoo 

 Kelli Nolen 

29th Kathy Payne 

30th Betty Landrum 

31st Brooke Tomlinson 
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B.L.A.S.T. 

January 6th 

3:00pm & 

3:30pm 

Pre-Confirmation 

January 6th 

3:30 

Sr. Youth National Gathering 

New Orleans July 16th-20th 

Ages 14-19  most be 14 before July 2016 

Cost $325 per child asking for a $100.00 deposit before January 31st 

Jr. Confirmation 

January 6th 

3:30 

Jr. Youth Summer Camp 

La Grange Texas 

July 10-15 Ages 8-13 

Cost $497 per child asking for a $25.00 deposit now and the 

other $75.00 by January 10th 

Jr. & Sr. Youth Enchilada Lunch Fundraiser 

January 31st 5th Sunday Blessing 

 

Beef Enchiladas, Beans, Rice, Chips,  

Salsa & Dessert 

$8.00 a plate 

 

This fundraiser is to help send Jr. Youth to 

Summer Camp and to send Sr. Youth to  

National Gathering. 
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Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, 

That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 

Was blind, but now I see. 

 

Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 

And grace my fears relieved; 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed! 
 

A m a z i n g  G ra c e  
John Newton (1725 – 1807) 

Thro’ many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come;  

Tis grace hath bro’t me safe thus far, And grace will lead me home.  
 

The Lord has promised good to me. His word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be As long as life endures. 

 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, Bright shining as the sun,  

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise Than when we first begun.  A -men 

G o d  R e s c u e s  a  R e b e l  
 

In the summer of 1725, in the city of London,, England, John Newton was born.  His 
mother, a devout member of the Dissenters, taught the young boy to pray and filled his 
mind with the Scriptures.  But it was John’s father, an often -absent sea captain, who 
captured the boy’s imagination.  John dreamed of sailing ships and the wide, wild seas, 
of adventures and mysterious destinations. 
 

Just before John’s seventh birthday his mother became ill and died, leaving her son a 
virtual orphan.  Taken in by distant relatives, the little boy was mocked for his belief in 
God, discouraged from praying, and ridiculed for his childish faith.  Unhappy and lonely, 
John turned again to his dreams of the sea and, at the age of eleven, ran off to become 
an apprentice on his father’s ship.  
 

If it was a close father-son relationship John desired, he was sadly disappointed, for like 
his foster family, his father also rejected him.  For years, the young fellow plied the Medi-
terranean on sailing ships, enjoying all the experiences and immoralities offered in each 
exotic port.  He was frequently fired for insubordination, but just as frequently hired by 
another ship’s master, eager for young seamen and not too particular about their char-
acter. 
 

After a short stint in the British Navy, John deserted and ran away to Africa to seek his 
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fortune and new adventures in the African slave 
trade.  Signing on with an unscrupulous slave 
dealer, he found his situation had declined dra-
matically.  In the slave trader’s absences, John 
was left in the “care” of the man’s vindictive wife, 
who imprisoned him in her quarters, beat him, 
and forced him to eat his food from the floor like 
a dog.  Believing death was preferable to this 
kind of treatment, John escaped from his prison 
into the West African forests and eventually 
made his way to the Atlantic Coast.  After light-
ing signal fires, John was finally spotted by a 
passing ship’s captain, who sent a small boat to 
shore to pick him up.   

 

The captain had hoped the lone man had gold or ivory to offer and was disappoint-
ed to receive, instead, a penniless runaway.  Putting him to work as a mate, the 
captain learned later, was an unwise decision.  Becoming bored during a particu-
larly long watch, John broke into the ship'’ supply of rum and generously shared it 
with the crew.  Again demonstrating his lack of discipline, John downed a goodly 
amount of the liquor, became totally disoriented, and fell overboard.  One of the 
ship’s officers, either out of pity or spite, saved John from drowning by spearing 
him in the thigh with a harpoon and reeling him back aboard like a flailing fish! 
 

Painfully wounded and severely disciplined, Newton was relegated below decks 
where it was thought he could be no more trouble.  It was a miserable journey from 
Africa to England in the stifling, stinking hold, and John had endless days and 
nights to ponder his empty life and unfulfilled dreams. Somehow, a copy of Thomas 
a Kempis’ book Imitation of Christ fell into his hands.  Reading the book awakened 
his conscience to the things of God, and he began to recall some of the early les-
sons learned at his mother’s knee.  
 

As the slave ship neared Scotland, severe winds and rains battered her and she began to 
take on water.  Desperate measures were taken to keep her from sinking and for days every 
able-bodied man, slave or free, bailed water from the foundering ship.  Exhausted, fright-
ened, and facing certain death, Hohn Newton had a life-transforming experience with God.  
The assurance of God’s love flooded his soul.  Later he would describe it as a miracle, an 
amazing manifestation of God’s grace.  
 

Although that voyage was not his last, John Newton’s heart became drawn in other direc-
tions.  Two years after his miraculous conversion, he married Mary Catlett, a devout Chris-
tian, and not long after that, John left the sea for good and became a minister.  While he 
loved to preach and tended his little flock of believers with zealous care, his great joy was 
writing hymns to be sung at his weekly prayer meetings.  He composed over 280 hymns, but 
the one for which he is most remembered came from his shipboard conversion and carries 
the message of his personal experience, “Amazing Grace.” 
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St. John Lutheran  

Preschool & Kinder  
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me.” Matthew 19:14a 

 Hello Families,  

I would like to introduce myself, my name is Tiffani Logan and I am 
very excited to be joining the team at St. John Lutheran Preschool as 
the Director. My goals as the Preschool Director are to enrich the 
environment, engage with our families, effectively support the staff, 
facilitate learning through a Christian curriculum, adhere to our licensing standards, and continue to grow 
as an early childhood education program that focuses on what is most beneficial to the children. I am 
overwhelmed with the amount of support I have received and am overjoyed to be starting in January full 
time. Please feel free to ask questions or talk about concerns; I am looking forward to getting to know 
everyone and spending time with your children.  

Blessings, Tiffani Logan 

A NOTE FROM THE PRESCHOOL 

254-386-3332 stjohnlutheranpreschool@gmail.com 

We are very excited to announce that Ciera Newton and Ruby 

Leamons  will  be joining the team as teacher aides.  Cierra is a 

graduate of Evant ISD and mom to Allison, age three.  Ruby is a 

graduate of Frontier Christian Academy and mom to Norah, 18 

months. Many of you may already know Ruby from her time at Ann 

Whitney Elementary as an ACE facilitator.  We are excited for Ciera 

and Ruby to join us and they look forward to sharing God’s love with our 

preschoolers! We also was to want to wish Ms. Betsy well in her new 

adventures in West Texas.  

STAFF NEWS 

Kinderoos had a great time at the Tannenbaum Farm in Meridian.  They went on a hay ride, 

explored the farm, and had some hands on learning about 

real Christmas trees.  We even got to bring a tree home 

for our classroom.  A big thanks to the parents that 

bought ornaments to help  us remember our trip  

KINDERGARTEN ACTIVITIES 
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The Little Lambs are continuing to work on their 

letters.  They have made it through the letter L 

and look forward to finishing the alphabet during the second 

semester.  Little Lambs have also been busy decorating cookies in 

the playdough center, working together to decorate a Christmas 

tree in the dramatic play center, recreating the nativity scene 

out of magnets in the science center, and making Christmas 

ornaments at the art center.  Ask your child what their color, 

shape and letter of the week are.  They are so excited to share 

what they know! 

LITTLE LAMBS 

The Afternoon Zoo Crew LOVES their 

new schedule.  They have been busy 

making fun edible treat on Fridays, 

doing science experiments on Wacky 

Science Wednesday, and getting in 

depth with the Bible stories on 

Theological 

Thursdays!  

ZOO CREW 

Mighty Lions have been busy!  They have been counting Christmas 

ornaments, recreating the Christmas story in the nativity center, 

making their letters out of playdough, and building Christmas 

ornaments. The Mighty Lions are still going to chapel with Pastor 

Reich on Wednesday.  Ask your child to share their favorite song or 

Bible story with you! 

MIGHTY LIONS  

 

2016 Flower Calendar is on the 
wall in the foyer.  Reserve your 
special day. 

2016 Offering Envelopes are in the back of the 

Church.  You can continue using your old ones as long 

as the numbers are the same.   
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St. John Lutheran Church & Preschool 
     122 Cheyenne Mesa 
     Hamilton, TX  76531 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Address Service Requested  

Non Profit 

Organization 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Permit No. 10 

Hamilton, TX 

Phone:   (254) 386-3158 

Fax:      (254) 386-3159 

Preschool:  (254) 386-3332 

E-mail:  Pastor—pastorreich@gmail.com 

     Secretary—stjohnlutheranoffice@gmail.com  

      Preschool—stjohnlutheranpreschool@gmail.com 
 

Website: www.stjohnhamilton.org 
 

122 Cheyenne Mesa Hamilton, Texas 76531  

 


