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Those Serving Today: 
  

Pastor: Rev. Aaron Kalbas Organist: Bonnye Wenzel  
Elders: Andy Ivey & Kasey Kunkel Acolytes: Ethan & Ty Belvin 

Offering Counter: Jennifer Ivey  
Usher Captain: Billy Lawson Trustee: Forrest Jenson 
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✠ THE ORDER OF SERVICE ✠ 
 
THE OPENING HYMN “As with Gladness Men of Old” 
 Hymn #397 

1. As with gladness men of old 
Did the guiding star behold; 

As with joy they hailed its light, 
Leading onward, beaming bright; 
So, most gracious Lord, may we 

Evermore be led by Thee. 
 

4. Holy Jesus, ev'ry day 
Keep us in the narrow way; 

And when earthly things are past, 
Bring our ransomed souls at last 

Where they need no star to guide, 
Where no clouds Thy glory hide. 

2. As with joyful steps they sped, 
Savior, to Thy lowly bed, 

There to bend the knee before 
Thee, whom heav'n and earth adore; 

So may we with willing feet 
Ever seek Thy mercy seat. 

 

5. In the heav'nly country bright 
Need they no created light; 

Thou its light, its joy, its crown, 
Thou its sun which goes not down; 

There forever may we sing 
Alleluias to our King. 

3. As they offered gifts most rare 
At Thy cradle, rude and bare, 

So may we with holy joy, 
Pure and free from sin's alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to Thee, our heav'nly King. 

 

  

 
 

THE INVOCATION 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  LSB p. 151 
 
Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
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Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  
People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 
glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
THE HYMN OF RESPONSE “In Thee is Gladness” 
 Hymn #818 

 
1. In Thee is gladness 

Amid all sadness, 
Jesus, sunshine of my heart. 

By Thee are given 
The gifts of heaven, 

Thou the true Redeemer art. 
Our souls Thou wakest, 

Our bonds Thou breakest; 
Who trusts Thee surely 

Has built securely; 
He stands forever: Alleluia! 

Our hearts are pining 
To see Thy shining, 

Dying or living 
To Thee are cleaving; 

Naught can us sever: Alleluia! 

2. Since He is ours, 
We fear no powers, 

Not of earth nor sin nor death. 
He sees and blesses 
In worst distresses; 

He can change them with a breath. 
Wherefore the story 

Tell of His glory 
With hearts and voices; 

All heav'n rejoices 
In Him forever: Alleluia! 
We shout for gladness, 
Triumph o'er sadness, 

Love Him and praise Him 
And still shall raise Him 

Glad hymns forever: Alleluia! 
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THE OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 60:1-6 
1 Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 2 For 
behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will 
arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you. 3 And nations shall come to your 
light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. 4 Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 
they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from afar, and your 
daughters shall be carried on the hip. 5 Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall 
thrill and exult, because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the 
nations shall come to you. 6 A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of 
Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and 
frankincense, and shall bring good news, the praises of the Lord. 
 
Elder: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
THE EPISTLE READING  Ephesians 3:1-12 
1 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2 assuming 
that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you, 3 how 
the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. 4 When you 
read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made 
known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy 
apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6 This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow 
heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the 
gospel. 
7 Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was 
given me by the working of his power. 8 To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, 
this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to 
bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who 
created all things, 10 so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now 
be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was according 
to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we 
have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. 
 
 
Elder: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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THE ALLELUIA VERSE p. 205 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 

These things are written that you may believe 
That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Please stand. 
 

THE GOSPEL READING  Matthew 2:1-12 
1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king 
of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When 
Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling 
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was 
to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 
 

6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 
 who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the 
star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for 
the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship 
him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they 
had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going 
into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped 
him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense 
and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their 
own country by another way. 
 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
 

Please stand 
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THE SERMON HYMN “Angels from Realms of Glory” 
 Hymn #367 

 Refrain:  
Come and worship, come and worship; 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

3. Sages, leave your contemplations, 
Brighter visions beam afar; 

Seek the great Desire of nations, 
Ye have seen His natal star. 

 
1. Angels from the realms of glory, 

Wing your flight o'er all the earth: 
Ye who sang creation's story, 

Now proclaim Messiah's birth. 
 

4 Saints before the altar bending, 
Watching long in hope and fear, 
Suddenly the Lord, descending, 

In His temple shall appear. 

2. Shepherds in the field abiding, 
Watching o'er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, 
Yonder shines His Infant Light. 

 

5. Please stand 
All creation, join in praising 
God the Father, Spirit, Son. 

Evermore your voices raising 
To the eternal Three in One. 

 
THE MESSAGE  "Worship Like a Not So Wise Man"
 Pastor Aaron Kalbas 

 
 

THE HYMN OF RESPONSE  “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” 
 Hymn #924 

1. Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing; 
Fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
Let us each, Your love possessing, 

Triumph in redeeming grace. 
O refresh us, O refresh us, 

Trav'ling through this wilderness. 
 

3. Savior, when Your love shall call us 
From our struggling pilgrim way, 

Let not fear of death appall us, 
Glad Your summons to obey. 
May we ever, may we ever 

Reign with You in endless day. 

2. Thanks we give and adoration 
For Your Gospel's joyful sound. 
May the fruits of Your salvation 
In our hearts and lives abound. 

Ever faithful, ever faithful 
To Your truth may we be found. 
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THE CREED  “The Apostles’ Creed” 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
Born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will 
come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

THE OFFERING  
 

 
 
 
THE OFFERTORY “Create in Me a Clean Heart” 
 Page 192 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
And renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence; 
and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; 
And uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Pastor: Hear us as we pray in His name and as He taught us: 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
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THE BLESSING 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.  
People: Amen 
 
 
THE CLOSING HYMN “Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace 
 Hymn #937 
1. Lord, bid Your servant go in 

peace, 
Your word is now fulfilled. 

These eyes have seen 
salvation’s dawn, 

This child so long foretold. 
 

3. With saints of old, with saints to come, 
To You we lift our voice; To Father, Son, 

and Spirit blest, 
Be honour, love and praise. 

2. This is the Saviour of the world, 
The Gentiles’ promised light, 
God’s glory dwelling in our 

midst, 
The joy of Israel. 

4.  

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Aaron Kalbas 
PastorKalbas@gmail.com 
512-430-2034 
Business Manager Brittanie Batla 
StJohnLutheranBusiness@gmail.com 
Church Secretary Susan Murray 
StJohnLutheranOffice@gmail.com 

 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN 
Church & Academy 
122 Cheyenne Mesa 

Hamilton, Texas 76531 
Phone: (254)386-3158 

www.stjohnhamilton.org 

A member of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
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Members and Friends at Home & Care Facilities: PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Home 
Ricky Brown | Rita Oldham 
Alice Pietsch | Nell Helmcamp 
Artie Peters (hospice in OH) 

Focused Care 
Kendra Code | Mildred Bottlinger 
Joyce Evans | Sue Krueger  
Mary Jeffers  

Pecan Creek Health Care 
Roberta Craig | Annie DeLeon 
Katherine Hopper |Norma Marwitz  
Charlotte Wenzel  

 
Active-Duty Military: PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Travis Beach, US Army Payden Nolen, US Navy Jason Lund, US Army Garrett White, US Air Force 

 

For Family and Friends  PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Alan Paschal Healing at home (Clay Paschal’s dad) 
Alaynah Paulson Heart issues (Academy afternoon assistant) 
Chrissy Kensing Breast diagnosis and treatment 
Darren Price  Ongoing health issues 
Deanna Plagens Liver cancer and treatment (Bradley Batla’s aunt) 
Dijana Brinkman Cancer Treatment (friend of Gary & Susan Murray) was able to visit family 

in Bosnia over the holidays.  
Elena Looke HISD 10th grader, medical concerns and testing. 
Habert Hopper (Chrissy Hopper’s father in law) Treatment for prostate cancer 
Jackie Ford  Medical problems 
Janie Hofer Praises for successful surgery and recovery 
Jimmy Whitt Home, recovering through physical therapy 
Kellie Revelos  (Andy Ivey’s sister) recovering from complications of lung cancer surgery. 
Ken Robinson  (Pam Kalbas’ Stepfather) Ongoing therapies for strokes and side effects. 
Lennon Clark (Johnny & Marliessa Clark’s grandson) completed cancer treatment  
Lisa M. Schrank Ongoing health problems (Daughter of Shirley Meissner) 
Molly Beach  (Niece of Darryl & Michelle Beach) Auto immune disease 
Randy Gardner Continued recovery from major surgery and esophageal cancer. 
Rick Price  Ongoing health issues 
Victor Scott  (Doyle Roberts Nephew) improving with cancer treatment 

Please remember to notify the Church Office when the status of your loved one changes.  
 

 

It’s a Boy! Congratulations to Army Captain Travis Beach and 
his wife, Michelle, as they welcome baby boy Oliver James Beach, 

born on 12/27/2025 (9 pounds and 21 inches).  
The family is doing well. Please pray for Darryl and Michelle 

Beach as they travel to North Carolina to meet their new grandson. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

DECEMBER  28 29 30 31 JANUARY  1 2 3 
8:30 am Breakfast 

9am Bible Study 
10 am Worship 
11:15 Youth Bd. 

  6:30 New Year’s Eve 
service 

Office Closed Office 
Closed  

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
8:30 am Breakfast 
9am Bible Study 
10 am Worship 
11:15 Elder’s Mtg. 

6:30pm Hamilton 
Co. Republican 
Party Meeting 

6:30 Pickleball 5pm Choir Rehearsal 2pm Staff 
Meeting 

6:30 
Pickleball 

 

EPIPHANY  11 12 13 Youth Nights  
Resume!                     14 

15 16 17 

8:30 am Breakfast 
9am Bible Study 
10 am Worship 
11:15 Bd of 
Outreach 

8a-5p Academy 
5pm Board of 
Finance 
6:30 Pickleball 

8a-5p 
Academy 
9am Quilters 
6:30 Pickleball 

8a-5p Academy 
9am Chapel 
4:30 Jr High Youth 
5pm Choir 
6pm Sr. High Youth 

8a-5p 
Academy 
2pm Staff 
Meeting 

8a-5p 
Academy 
 

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
8:30 am Breakfast 
9am Bible Study 
10 am Worship 
11:15 Academy 
Board 
 

8a-5p Academy 
6:30 Pickleball 

8a-5p 
Academy 
9am Quilters 
6:30 Pickleball 

8a-5p Academy 
9am Chapel 
4:30 Jr High Youth 
5pm Choir 
6pm Sr. High Youth 

8a-5p 
Academy 
2pm Staff 
Meeting 

8a-5p 
Academy 
 

 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
8:30 am Breakfast 
9am Bible Study 
10 am Worship 
11:30 Ruth Guild 
11:30 Bd. of Youth 
5pm 
Confirmation 

8a-5p Academy 
6:30 Pickleball 

8a-5p 
Academy 
9am Quilters 
6:30 Pickleball 

8a-5p Academy 
9am Chapel 
4:30 Jr High Youth 
5pm Choir 
6pm Sr. High Youth 

8a-5p 
Academy 
2pm Staff 
Meeting 

8a-5p 
Academy 
 

 

FEBRUARY    1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8:30 am Breakfast 
9am Bible Study 
10 am Worship 
11:15 Elders 

8a-5p Academy 
6:30 Pickleball 

8a-5p 
Academy 
9am Quilters 
6:30 Pickleball 

8a-5p Academy 
9am Chapel 
4:30 Jr High Youth 
6pm Sr. High Youth 

8a-5p 
Academy 
2pm Staff 
Meeting 

8a-5p 
Academy 
 

 

 

 


