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Those Serving Today: 

  
Pastor: Rev. Aaron Kalbas Organist: Bonnye Wenzel  

Elders: Andy Ivey & Kasey Kunkel Acolytes: Emma Cantara & Payson Clowdus 
Offering Counter: Billy Lawson  

Usher Captain: Billy Lawson Trustee: Forrest Jenson 
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✠ THE ORDER OF SERVICE ✠ 
 

THE OPENING HYMN “How Firm a Foundation” 

 Hymn #728 

1. How firm a foundation,  

O saints of the Lord, 

Is laid for your faith  

in His excellent Word! 

What more can He say  

than to you He has said 

Who unto the Savior  

for refuge have fled? 

4. "When through fiery trials 

 thy pathway will lie, 

My grace, all-sufficient,  

will be your supply. 

The flames will not hurt you;  

I only design 

Your dross to consume  

and your gold to refine. 

2. "Fear not! I am with you,  

O be not dismayed, 

For I am your God and  

will still give you aid; 

I’ll strengthen you, help you,  

and cause you to stand, 

Upheld by My righteous,  

omnipotent hand. 

5. "Throughout all their lifetime  

My people will prove 

My sov'reign, eternal,  

unchangeable love; 

And then, when gray hairs  

will their temples adorn, 

Like lambs they will still in  

My bosom be borne." 

3. "The soul that on Jesus  

hath leaned for repose, 

I will not, I will not  

desert to his foes; 

That soul, though all  

hell should endeavor to shake, 

I’ll never, no never,  

no never forsake! 

  

 

 

THE INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  LSB p. 151 

 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We have sinned against You in thought, word and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 

lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

THE HYMN OF RESPONSE  “Seek Ye First” 

 Hymn #712 

1. Seek ye first the kingdom of God   

And His righteousness, 

And all these things   

Shall be added unto you, 

Allelu, alleluia. 

3. Man does not live by bread alone,  

But by every word  

That proceeds  

From the mouth of the Lord, 

Allelu, alleluia. 

2. Ask, and it shall be given unto you.  

Seek, and ye shall find. 

Knock, and the door shall be  

Opened unto you, 

Allelu, alleluia. 
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THE OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 9:1-4 
1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought 

into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has 

made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.2 The 

people who walked in darkness  have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep 

darkness, on them has light shone.3 You have multiplied the nation; you have increased 

its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide 

the spoil.4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his 

oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 

Elder: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

THE EPISTLE READING  1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
10 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, 

and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the 

same judgment. 11 For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there is quarreling 

among you, my brothers. 12 What I mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or 

“I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was 

Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I 

baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one may say that you were 

baptized in my name. 16 (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do 

not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to 

preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be 

emptied of its power.18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but 

to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

 

Elder: This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Please stand. 

 

THE ALLELUIA VERSE  

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia 

These things are written that you may believe 

That Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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THE GOSPEL READING  Matthew 4:12-25 
12 Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. 13 And 

leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun 

and Naphtali, 14 so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 15 “The 

land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,  the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee 

of the Gentiles—16 the people dwelling in darkness  have seen a great light, and for those 

dwelling in the region and shadow of death,  on them a light has dawned.” 17 From that 

time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  
18 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) 

and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19 And he said 

to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 Immediately they left their 

nets and followed him. 21 And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the 

son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their 

nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed 

him.23 And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming 

the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the 

people. 24 So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those 

afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, those having 

seizures, and paralytics, and he healed them. 25 And great crowds followed him from 

Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

THE CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Please stand 

 

THE SERMON HYMN “Oh Christ Who Called the Twelve” 

 Hymn #856 

1. O Christ, who called the Twelve 

To rise and follow You, 

Forsaking old, familiar ways 

For ventures bold and new: 

Grant us to hear Your call 

To risk security 

And bound in heart and will  

to You, 

Find perfect liberty. 

2. O Christ, who taught the Twelve 

The truth for ages sealed, 

Whose words and works awakened 

faith, 

The ways of God revealed: 

Instruct us now, we pray, 

By Your empow’ring Word. 

True teacher, be for all who seek 

Their light, their life, their Lord. 
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3. O Christ, who led the Twelve 

Among the desolate 

And broke as bread of life for all 

Your love compassionate: 

Lead us along the ways 

Where hope has nearly died 

And help us climb the lonely hills 

Where love is crucified. 

5. O Christ, th’ apostles’ Lord, 

The martyrs’ strength and song, 

The crucified and risen King 

To whom the saints belong: 

Though generations pass, 

Our tribute still we bring, 

Our hymns a sacrifice of praise, 

Our lives an offering. 

4. O Christ, who sent the Twelve 

On roads they’d never trod 

To serve, to suffer, teach, proclaim 

The nearer reign of God: 

Send us on ways where faith 

Transcends timidity, 

Where love informs and hope 

sustains  

Both life and ministry. 

  

 

THE MESSAGE  Pastor Aaron Kalbas 

 

THE HYMN OF RESPONSE  “Hark the Voice of Jesus Crying” 

 Hymn #826 

1. Hark, the voice of Jesus calling,  

“Who will go and work today? 

Fields are white and harvest waiting  

Who will bear the sheaves away?” 

Loud and long the Master calleth;  

Rich reward He offers thee. 

Who will answer, gladly saying,  

“Here am I, send me, send me”? 

 

3. For as rain and snow from heaven 

Water seeds in dusty soil, 

Causing them to bud and flower, 

Giving bread to those who toil; 

So the Lord sends forth His promise, 

Words of life and joy and peace 

Never void to Him returning, 

Bearing fruit with great increase. 

2. Some take up His task in morning, 

To their Lord responding soon; 

Some are called in heat of mid-day,  

Others late in afternoon; 

Even as the sun is setting,  

Some are sent into the fields, 

There to gather in the bounty 

That God’s Word so richly yields. 

4. Hearken to the Lord whose coming 

Marks the time when grace shall end, 

When with His angelic reapers 

He in glory shall descend. 

Soon the night, the final harvest; 

Soon the time for work shall cease. 

Then the souls His grace has garnered 

Shall enjoy His Sabbath peace. 



10 

 

 

THE CREED  “The Apostles’ Creed” 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

Born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended 

into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

THE OFFERING  

 

 
 

 

THE OFFERTORY “Create in Me a Clean Heart” 

 Page 192 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

And renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence; 

and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; 

And uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Pastor: Hear us as we pray in His name and as He taught us: 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 
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THE BLESSING 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and 

be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you 

peace.  

People: Amen 

 

 

THE CLOSING HYMN “Great is Thy Faithfulness 

 Hymn #809 

 Refrain:  

Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning  

new mercies I see; 

All I have needed  

Thy hand hath provided; 

Great is Thy faithfulness,  

Lord, unto me! 

2. Summer and winter  

and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon and stars  

in their courses above 

Join with all nature  

in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness,  

mercy and love. 

1. Great is Thy faithfulness,  

O God my Father; 

There is no shadow of  

turning with Thee. 

Thou changest not:  

Thy compassions, they fail not; 

As Thou hast been,  

Thou forever wilt be. 

3. Pardon for sin and  

a peace that endureth, 

Thine own dear presence  

to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today  

and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine,  

with ten thousand beside! 

    

 

 

Pastor Aaron Kalbas 
PastorKalbas@gmail.com 
512-430-2034 
Business Manager Brittanie Batla 
StJohnLutheranBusiness@gmail.com 
Church Secretary Susan Murray 
StJohnLutheranOffice@gmail.com 

 

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN 
Church & Academy 
122 Cheyenne Mesa 

Hamilton, Texas 76531 
Phone: (254)386-3158 

www.stjohnhamilton.org 

A member of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
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Please remember to notify the Church Office when the status of your loved one changes.  

 

Members and Friends at Home & Care Facilities: PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

Home 
Ricky Brown | Rita Oldham 
Alice Pietsch | Nell Helmcamp 
Carolyn Fischer 

Focused Care 
Kendra Code | Mildred Bottlinger 
Joyce Evans | Sue Krueger  
Mary Jeffers  

Pecan Creek Health Care 
Roberta Craig | Annie DeLeon 
Katherine Hopper |Norma Marwitz  
Charlotte Wenzel  

 

Active-Duty Military: PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Travis Beach, US Army Payden Nolen, US Navy Jason Lund, US Army Garrett White, US Air Force 

 

For Family and Friends  PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
Alan Paschal Healing at home (Clay Paschal’s dad) 
Alaynah Paulson Heart issues (Academy afternoon assistant) 
Chrissy Kensing Breast cancer diagnosis and treatment 
Darren Price  Ongoing health issues 
Deanna Plagens Liver cancer and treatment (Bradley Batla’s aunt) 
Delores Standford Continued PT and recovery from back surgery in Waco. 
Dijana Brinkman On going cancer treatment (friend of Gary & Susan Murray)  
Elena Looke HISD 10th grader, medical concerns and testing. 
Gary Schoen Recent hip surgery. Recovering at home.  
Habert Hopper (Chrissy Hopper’s father in law) Treatment for prostate cancer 
Jackie Ford  Medical problems 
Jimmy Whitt Home, recovering through physical therapy 
Kellie Revelos  (Andy Ivey’s sister) recovering from complications of lung cancer surgery. 
Ken Robinson  (Pam Kalbas’ Stepfather) Ongoing therapies for strokes and side effects. 
Lennon Clark (Johnny & Marliessa Clark’s grandson) completed cancer treatment  
Lisa M. Schrank Ongoing health problems (Daughter of Shirley Meissner) 
Molly Beach  (Niece of Darryl & Michelle Beach) Auto immune disease 
Olive Pearce Academy student, medical testing for cerebral palsy 
Paul Jocis Safe travel for work to Iraq for six weeks 1/20-3/32026  
Randy Gardner Continued recovery from major surgery and esophageal cancer. 
Rick Price  Ongoing health issues 
Victor Scott  (Doyle Roberts Nephew) improving with cancer treatment 

 

 

Deepest sympathy and condolences  
to the family and friends of  

Mr. Allen M. Dodson 
who passed away 1/21/2026  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

DECEMBER 28 29 30 31 JANUARY 1 2 3 
8:30 am Breakfast 

9am Bible Study 
10 am Worship 
11:15 Youth Bd. 

  6:30 New Year’s Eve 
service 

Office Closed Office 
Closed  

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
8:30 am Breakfast 
9am Bible Study 
10 am Worship 
11:15 Elder’s Mtg. 

6:30pm Hamilton 
Co. Republican 
Party Meeting 

6:30 Pickleball 5pm Choir Rehearsal 2pm Staff 
Meeting 

6:30 
Pickleball 

 

EPIPHANY 11 12 13 Youth Nights  
Resume!      14 

15 16 17 

8:30 am Breakfast 
9am Bible Study 
10 am Worship 
11:15 Bd of 
Outreach 

8a-5p Academy 
5pm Board of 
Finance 
6:30 Pickleball 

8a-5p Academy 
9am Quilters 
6:30 Pickleball 

8a-5p Academy 
9am Chapel 
4:30 Jr High Youth 
5pm Choir 
6pm Sr. High Youth 

8a-5p 
Academy 
2pm Staff 
Meeting 

8a-5p 
Academy 
 

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
8:30 am Breakfast 
9am Bible Study 
10 am Worship 
11:15 Academy 
Board 

8a-5p Academy 
6:30 Pickleball 

8a-5p Academy 
9am Quilters 
6:30 Pickleball 

8a-5p Academy 
9am Chapel 
 

8a-5p 
Academy 
2pm Staff 
Meeting 

8a-5p 
Academy 
 

 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
8:30 am Breakfast 
9am Bible Study 
10 am Worship 
5pm Confirmation 

8a-5p Academy 
6:30 Pickleball 

8a-5p 
Academy 
9am Quilters 
6:30 Pickleball 

8a-5p Academy 
9am Chapel 
4:30 Jr High Youth 
5pm Choir 
6pm Sr. High Youth 
6pm Adult Study 
FFC 

8a-5p 
Academy 
2pm Staff 
Meeting 

8a-5p 
Academy 
 

 

FEBRUARY 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8:30 am Breakfast 
9am Bible Study 
10 am Worship 
11:15 Elders 
11:30 Endowment 
for Life Mtg. 

8a-5p Academy 
6:30 Pickleball 

8a-5p 
Academy 
9am Quilters 
6:30 Pickleball 

8a-5p Academy 
9am Chapel 
4:30 Jr High Youth 
6pm Sr. High Youth 

8a-5p 
Academy 
2pm Staff 
Meeting 

8a-5p 
Academy 
 

 

 


