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. 2/8 Doug & Kathleen Payne j34 Years
48 2/17 John & Lynda Lund 47 Years
~ 2/19 Don & Brenda Arnett 54 Years

Celebrate B

2/5 Josh Bauman 2/12 Gary Voges

2/5 Debbie Israelson  2/14 Jennifer Knutson

2/5 Megan Owen 2/15 Landry Yates

2 /6 Howard Cox 2/16 Debbie Bottlinger

2/7 Maureen Bakenhus 2/16 Kerry Kensing

2/8 Aislynn Knoll 2 /16 Jennifer Niemann

2/9 Laurel Friedrich 2/17 Gary Murray

2/9 Ramona Reid 2/19 Neede Anders

2/10 Fabiola Olalde ~ 2/20 Nate Shaffer

2 /11 Bret Bauman 2/21 Cecelia Jenson

2 /11 Grant Bauman 2/23 Johanna Jeschke

2/11 Alex Odom 2/27 Pat Crouch
2/27 Mike Looney
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2/1 Bradley Batla

2/2 Jane Wagner

2/4 Charles Jahns

2/5 Claire De La Garza
2/7 Lindsey Hanson
2/8 Alicia Gutierrez
2/10 Dane Batla

2/10 Stephanie Haile
2/10 Casey Yates

2/10 Lawson Yates
2/11 Bob Rhynsburger
2/11 D'Layne Rhynsburger
2/16 A.J. Gruetzner
2/17 Henlee Wagner
2/22 Angie Tawater
2/22 Cody Tawater
2/22 Kayla Tawater
2/25 Charlie Bottlinger
2/25 Alice Davis

2/25 Harvey Davis
2/25 Johann Jeschke
2/25 Dorothy Schoedel
2/28 Cooper De La Garza
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Staff Directory

St. John Lutheran Church & Academy
122 Cheyenne Mesa

Hamilton, Texas 76531

Phone: (254)386-3158
www.stjohnhamilton.org

Staff Contacts:

Pastor Aaron Kalbas
PastorKalbas@gmail.com
512-430-2034

Business Manager, Brittanie Batla
StJohnLutheranBusiness@gmail.com

Church Secretary, Susan Murray
StJohnLutheranOffice@gmail.com

Academy Preschool Director
Amanda Belvin
amanda.stjohnacademy@gmail.com

Academy Elementary School Director
Brittany Davis
brittany.stjohnacadmy@gmail.com

Given in Loving Memory of:

Robenl pellaughten  Aflen Bodpon, M. Antlie Pelens

Jeff & Sandy Layhew

Lindsey Geeslin Bush

Joe D & Michelle Cathey

Mike & Billic Looney

Mike & Billic Looney

Paul, Gdorm

Mackie & NormaJean Bounds Robert & Nala Chambers Courtney Rebensdorf

Ruth Caskey

Larry & Pam Eilers
Jeft & Sandy Layhew
Paul & Mary Randolph

Robert Rustermier
LecRoy & Karen Tyson
Darrell & Kristi Wagner
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Happy
Valentine's Day

3 ‘
PASTOR’S NOTE FOR FEBRUARY % (1 Mbrinthians 13:4-8

o,
- 2. Galatians 5:22
Focusing on love is a wonderful any time of the

year, but February seems especially fitting for such 3.1 Corinthians 13:13
reflection. This is largely due to Valentine’s Day, ; -
with its hearts and flowers and romantic gestures. r' S

o

But just like with Christmas and Santa Clause, 5. Romans 5:8
Valetine’s Day is another example of how the : E‘ "
world takes church traditions and transforms them ) }5}1 John 3:1

into something very .differen’r. Although, | suppose . 7. Zephanlah 3,{'7 ‘
it's hard to complain when such transformations > - \

involve chocolate! | 24 )\‘8 EphesianSk:4-5

But from a Christian perspective, the love that is 3. Psalm 86:15
celebrated by society on Valentine’'s Day, is a : 10. Jeremiah 31:3
rather pale version of the kind of love that we : - Y
celebrate as God's people. We celebrate God’s \ 1. 1Peter 4:8
love in Christ and the way it is to shines through us _
into the world—a love that is so much bigger than 12-John 13,9435
mere romance! Valentine’s Day started out as a 13. Mark"’12-29 3"
day to remember how Christ’'s love was lived out

through a faithful Christian and martyr known as 'z Rdmans 13:8
St. Valentine, who was known for writing letters of -
encouragement to Christians who were living in . Colossm {3: 1%

fear for their lives, reminding them of God’'s " 16. 1 John 4:18
enduring love.
~  17.1 Corinthians 13: ’3 LiE

In contrast to those early Christians, who faced 4 )

the unimaginable threat yof being fed to lions, O By phs 1721

today’s challenges often manifest in different but 19..1 John &:

no less significant struggles. While romance can

certainly bring joy, | believe that the complexities

of our modern world call for something more

substantial. We need love in Godly proportions. . , i
22. Romans 8:37-39..

Fortunately, the Blblg is rich with .beou’rn‘ul ) 23fhn T

passages on love, which not only remind us of 3

God’'s boundless love but also encourage us to - \ 24. Song of Solomon:8*7

extend that love to others. In fact, there are more - >

than enough passages to inspire us with a new ~— overbsi3:3-4
w-;;,%

verse to reflect on each day of Februory. I 26. 1 John 3:16
encourage you to read one each day and write a
note or two about what the concept of “true love” / 27. 1 Peter 1:22

means to you.
28. 1 Corinthians 13:4-




During the service do you ever hear what's said but not really HEAR
what's being said? Our liturgical service uses phrases that we hear
frequently and consequently we may hear the words but not really
grasp in our heart what is said. | know I'm personally guilty of that and
so have made an effort, after the fact, to intentionally reflect on some
of the phrases we hear repeatedly. Let me give you just one example.

Before each sermon does the Pastor say “Hey, how's everyone doing”?
Well yes and no, what he says is so much richer, so much more
enriching. What is said? “Grace, mercy and peace to you from God
our Father and our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, Amen.” Wow how
warm and welcoming is that versus a flippant “hey, hi everyone.”
Biblically we see that welcome or some version of it over and over and
over again.

(1 Timothy 1:2; 2 Timothy 1:2; Titus 1:4; Philemon 1:3; 2 Peter 1:2; 2 John
I:3;, Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:3; and in a number of other places.)

So very briefly when | break this down, I'm reminded of so many things,
what I'm being told....

e Grace: Getting what | don't deserve; God's Riches at Christ’s Expense

e Mercy: Not getting what | do deserve; As the Apostle Paul states in
Romans 7 about doing what he shouldnt do and not doing what he
should do he states in verses 24 and 25a “Wretched man that | am!
Who will deliver me from this body of death? Thanks be to God
through Jesus Christ our Lord!”

* Peace: A peace, a fulfilment, we can not begin to grasp. Christ states
in John 14:27 “Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. Not as
the world gives to you.." And in Philippians 4:7a “And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding...”

» Grace, Mercy and Peace-what a beautiful trilogy, and it's all
“wrapped up” with our God, OUR father and His son, our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

| encourage you when next you attend service listen for the
phrases/statements we hear and after service take time to unwrap
what was said and how they fill not just your mind but your heart as
well.




ST. JOHN BY-THE-NUMBERS

z
i 9 Sunday School Worship
CZJ S Date: Adult PreK-12th Attendance  Offering
Lo S 1/4/2026 35 29 156 $ 9,024.25
E E 1/11/2026 20 28 153 $ 5,391.57
) E 1/18/2026 33 3 140 $ 27,591.55
E 8 1/25/2026 Winter Weather Event $ 10,180.63
@

December 2025 YTD Budget vs Actual

600,000
400,000

200,000

DECEMBER 2025
YTD BUDGET
VS ACTUAL

Revenues Expenses Net income
H YTD December 2025 Actual

B YTD December 2025 Budget

Governance Note: Have you ever wondered about how SJLC is governed?
See guide below on how the local church is organized and operates.

CONGREGATION/MEMBERSHIP OF ST. JOHN
Definition & Roles: Art. 5.0 Bylaws 1.0, 2.0, 3.0

Called & Congregational
Elected Leadership: e FIHEXS Officers HOATHE
Definition & Roles: A0 Syawstd), wikB0 Bylaws 10.0

Bylaws 5.0 10.0 Bylaws 7.0, 8.0
Church Council Officers, Head Elder, Chairperson from each Board, Pastor
Definition &Roles:  Bylaws 9.0
Per the 2022 Amended Constitution and Bylaws

P



ACADEMY FEBRUARY

WEWS LU TER

We are officially back in action after a wonderful Christmas break,
and_l?t me just say... | was so happy to see and love on some babies
again!

There is something truly special about coming back from Christmas
break. In every classroom, you begin to see the blossoming of
learning from the seeds we sowed in the fall. This season is my
favorite as a teacher — watching it all come together is the best!

This month, our character focus is Perseverance. We’ve been talking
about how God calls us to give our best effort—and how effort
doesn’t always look like physical work or mental exertion.
Sometimes, our best effort shows up in our attitude, our kindness,
and our service to others. As God’s people, we are called to persevere
in all circumstances—not in pursuit of perfection, but in shining His
light. God’s Word isn’t something we pick and choose when it suits
us; we are called to persevere through all His instruction. Some of
these things come more naturally to us than others—some are
inherently kind, quick to serve, gracious, or able to lovingly speak
truth to others. But when we pursue walking in His Word daily, we are
refined, pruned, and grown. It has been incredibly impactful to hear
each morning how our students are applying this message to their
own lives and circumstances.

Last week during morning assembly, as the weather started turning, |
said, “Okay, it’s looking like rain, so we’re going to...” —before | could
finish, one student shouted, “PERSEVERE!” Another chimed in, “WITH
A GOOD ATTITUDE!” I laughed and said, “Well, | was thinking we’d be
flexible with our circumstances—but absolutely, we will do that too!”
Moments like these remind us just how deeply these lessons are
taking root.

By the time this newsletter goes out, our students will have visited
the Cliftex Theatre to see The David Movie. If you weren’t able to join
us, | truly hope you make time to see it! My family and | watched it
over Christmas break, and it is one of the most beautiful portrayals of
what it means to serve our God. As usual, | was moved to tears—and
Alice leaned over, slightly confused, and said, “Mom, why are you
crying? He doesn’t kill Saul...” before confidently telling me the rest
of the story. A story she knows by heart because of the education she
receives here—and what a testament that is to our school.



ACADEMY FEBRUARY

WEWS LU TER

As a school, we have now worked through six character focuses
with corresponding memory verses, and our 3rd graders have
already read through nine books of the Bible! | am so incredibly
grateful for Ms. Rebekah, our Lutheran-certified teacher, who brings
such depth and richness to biblical learning. These students are
learning so much.Looking ahead, we’re getting excited for our 100th
Day of School Celebration on February 10th! It’s always a fun-filled
day as we count to 100 in as many creative ways as possible.

Our Faith & Education Organization (FEO) is also gearing up for a full
spring. The donated coffee machine has been reworked, and we’re
planning a carline fundraiser soon. A women’s Bible study will be
starting in the coming weeks, and we’re thrilled to share a brand-
new event: Rattles & Roots, happening April 18th at the Jason Harris
Pavilion. This event is being hosted by the same educational group
that leads the rattlesnake round-ups across the state, offering a
safe, engaging, and educational experience for all ages. With a
little encouragement, we might even get our very own Academy
board member and parent, Lucas Robinson, in the ring! %=

In all the days and in all the ways, | am thankful for the privilege of
this work. If you ever have questions about the Academy or would
like to learn more about how we serve families in our community, |
would love to visit with you.

Persevering in joy,
Brittany Davis




BOARD OF OUTREACH & ASSIMILATION

2026 Update

Our mission is to reach out to those in
our community who may be seeking an
invitation to connect, learn, and grow in
their faith as they get to know Jesus.

Our next
meeting is on
2/8 in the FLC
after worship
(11:15 a.m.)
We'd love to

have you!

WELCOME!

We welcome anyone
who is interested in
serving with the
Outreach Board. If
you have an interest
you'd like to share or
would like more
information, please
feel free to contact
any current board
member.

Board Members:
Jennifer Knutson,
Amanda Blevin,
Brittany Davis,
Heather Lewis &
Sandy Layhew

Do you have an
idea for getting
people connected
in the Church or
Community? Let us know!

IN THE WORKS:

We are kicking off the

new year by:

» Reviewing ministry
needs and goals for
2026

e Planning the annual
Daddy-Daughter
Dance

o Exploring new T-
shirt designs for
future events and
outreach.

For calls, texts, or emails, please reach out to: Jennifer Knutson
£ Knutson_Jennifer@yahoo.com & 512-228-4375







