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May we continue to be used by  
God and share the Gospel with  

A 

 

This year, the theme for our Mid-Week Advent Worship is Entitled 

 

- THE GHOSTS OF CHRISTMAS - 

 

This time of year, along with all the Christmas parties and getting the decorations out 
and the tree up, sending cards, making the office Christmas party and all the other little 
traditions that go along with Christmas, one thing that is special for many people is tak-
ing a evening or two to watch some of the classic Christmas movies: Frosty the Snow-
man, Rudolf, It’s a Wonderful life. But of all the Christmas movies and stories, none is 
as well-known and beloved as Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carol—the story of old 
Ebenezer Scrooge, the meanest, most selfish and despicable man in London. 

This tale has endured for over 150 years because it is most of all a story of hope, a story 
of second chances, and a story of being transformed by Christmas. Who among us 
doesn’t desire such things? 

This year our midweek Advent worship will revolve around a series of sermons that use 
the theme of Dickens classic to help us prepare for and experience a deeper and more 
meaningful Christmas.  

A meaningful Christmas is exactly what we need. A moment to catch our breath in the 
middle of the rush. Advent is becoming more aware of what God is doing in our lives 
and in the world. Whatever has us rushing from place to place can wait for just a mo-
ment. Stop. Take a deep breath. Enjoy your friends and family. Take in the beauty of 
the decorations. Pray and worship. 

Across the church, Advent is the season of slowing down, of waiting and watching. 

Advent is the time that we set aside to prepare our hearts for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus. 

Because if we do not slow down, we will miss it. 

We will miss the quiet hush of God, telling us that we are loved. We will miss the hum-
ble Mary and Joseph, slowly traveling to Bethlehem. And most importantly, we will 
miss that it is all for us. 

So let’s enjoy it. Let’s slow down, and take it all in. In the midst of this busy season, set 
extra time aside for prayer. Join us for worship on Wednesday Evenings, November 30 
and December 7 and 14. 

Allow yourself to take a break just to enjoy the holiness and beauty of this wonderful 
time of year. 

 

Joyfully, 
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John Schoedel 

 St. John Men’s Club  Thomas & Linda Erwin 

 

Betty Hardin 

 St. John General Fund Daniel & Verna Fritz, Sutton, Johnna & Quincy Page 

Finance 

 Update 

If you requested Offering Envelopes for 
2023, they are available in the back of the 
church.  Please do not use them until Janu-
ary.  And please do not use your old enve-
lopes after December.  All numbers have 
changed.  Thank you! 
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Anniversaries 
11th Quin & Lindsey Hanson  18 Yrs. 

13th Lucas & Kristen Robinson   9 Yrs. 

23rd Gary & Tootie Schoen  56 Yrs. 

29th Roy & Tracy Seider    4 Yrs. 

 
Birthdays 
 5th Ethan Kalbas 

 6th Kade McKandless 

 7th Meg Gruetzner 

 8th Cora Hurst, Grace Hurst, Doyle Roberts 

 9th LaVerne Brown, Lillie Kalbas 

11th Chrissy Kensing 

13th Kelsi Clowdus, Jerry Zschiesche 

14th Kasey Kunkel 

15th Roberta Craig 

17th Avery Hall 

19th Doyle Cook, Amber Tyson 

20th Johnny Clark, Joyce Kunkel 

21st Colton Jones 

24th Reagan Wagner 

25th Melissa DeLaGarza, Chelsi Hall 

26th Henlee Wagner 

27th Ellie Kalbas, Bonnye Wenzel, Irene Zaruba 

28th Lindsey Hanson 

30th Jane Wagner, Jewell Zimmerman 

 
Baptisms 
  2nd Layton Stork 

  3rd Kade McKandless 

  8th Brenda Schrank 

10th Ima Roberts 

12th Martin Wenzel 

15th Lois Hungerford 

16th Sharolyn Lawson, Billie Looney 

17th Maycon Stork, John Robinson 

19th Geraldine Kauitzsch 

21st Mary Jeffers, Ethan Kalbas 

22nd Danna Hurst 

23rd Kaitlyn Walton 

24th Emily Wagner 

31st Chelsi Hall, Reagan Wagner 

 

 

Upcoming 

Decembe4 

Events 

 

4th -  MITE BOX SUNDAY   

 11:15am  Bd of Elders  

 1:30pm  Nursing Home    
      Devotions 

 

11th -   11:15am  Bd. Of Trustees
 11:15am  Bd. Of Outreach 

 

13th -   5:30pm   Bd. Of Finance 

 

18th   -   11:15am  Preschool Bd. 
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 Breakfast and           
Sunday School         

Sundays  9:00am 

Church Worship 
Sundays 10:00am   
(Live streamed on      

Facebook ) 

Quilting                     
Tuesday  9:00am 

  
 

BUILDING FUND 

 

$ 230,000 

$ 200,000 

$ 50,000 

$ 68, 248 
Current 

$ 150,000 

$ 100,000 

Our Military & Families: 

 Ross Bates, Travis Beach, Josh Chorenziak, Isaac Jerrell, Krista Jerrell, 
 Matthew Medina, Ernie Mendez, Payden Nolen, Cade Roenne, John 
 Slough, Warren Stanley, Micah Stork, Brennan Stroud, Garrett 
 White. 

Our Homebound & Nursing Facility  Residents 

 Focused Care:  Kendra Code, Frances Donahoo, Lillye Sanders, 
 Jewell  Zimmerman, Geraldine Kauitzsch Hamilton Health Care:  
 Corene  Streger,  Katherine  Hopper  Gatesville:  Maxine Wenzel Home
 bound:  Ricky Brown, Artie Peters, Frances Schrank, Nell Helm
 camp,   Barbara Jahns, Irene Zaruba, Rita Oldham 

Our Members: 

 Justin Melde—Slowly improving 

  

Our Friends: 

 Oralia Alverado - (Angie Tawater’s mother) various health issues 

 Noland Arbaugh - (Friend of Darryl & Michelle Beach) praying for 
  complete healing of his paralysis 

 Molly Beach - (Niece of Darryl & Michelle Beach) suffering from 
 an auto-immune disease 

 Bobby Cathey - (Tammy Wagner & Joe Cathey’s father)  various 
 health  issues 

 Gene DeLoach - declining 

 Justin Monk - cancer has returned 

 Kellie Revelos - (Andy Ivey’s sister) cancer has returned, pursuing       
  treatment 

 Ossie Scott - (Doyle Robert’s Sister)  cancer has returned 

  

Praise and Thanks -   

    For those who Grieve -  The Family of Gina Sellers 

   Special Prayers - Covid-19; Teachers & students; President & Govern-
ment  Officials; Medical Professionals; First Responders & Rescue crews; 
Fires  and firefighters; Rain; The war in Ukraine 

Please contact the church office at 254-386-3158 with updates on prayer 
requests for friends and loved ones.  Thank you. 
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Away in a Manger 

1887 

 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  

The little Lord Jesus laid down His 

sweet head. 

The stars in the sky look down 

where He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the 

hay. 

The cattle are lowing, the baby 

awakes. 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He 

makes. 

I love Thee Lord Jesus, look down 

from the sky, 

And stay by my cradle till morning 

is nigh. 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to 

stay 

Close by me forever, and love me, I 

pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy 

tender care. 

And take us to heaven to live with 

Thee there. 

 

Music Notes by: 

Gary Gromatzky 

 This is commonly known as “Luther’s Cradle Hymn.”  But 
did the great German Reformer, Martin Luther, really write the 
words?  Did he sing them by the cradle of his little son, Hans?  
This is a great mystery in hymnology. 
 In 1887, “Away in a Manger” appeared in a little book of 
songs entitled Dainty Songs for Little Lads and Lasses, published 
in Cincinnati by the John Church Company.  The songbook was 
compiled by James R. Murray.  A notation beneath “Away in a 

Manger” said Luther’s Cradle Hymn (Composed by Martin Luther 
for his children and still sung by German mothers to their little 
ones.)  Only stanzas one and two were given. 
 “Away in a Manger’ quickly became American’s favorite 
children’s carol, the words being sung to forty-0ne different tunes!  
Everyone assumed the poem had been written by the great Re-
former, Martin Luther. 
 Then in 1945, Richard Hill published a fascinating article 
entitled  “Not So Far Away in a Manger” in which he announced he 
had discovered the first two stanzas of “Away in a Manger” in an 
1885 songbook entitled  Little Children’s Book, published by Ger-
man Lutherans in Pennsylvania.  No authorship was given.  Nor 
could Hill find any appearance of this carol in German church his-
tory or in Luther’s works. 
 After extensive research, Hill concluded:  “It seems essential 

to lay [aside] once for all the legend that Luther wrote a carol for 
his children, which no one else knew anything about, until it sud-
denly turned up in English dress 400 years later in Philadelphia.  
Luther can well afford to spare the honor.”  But he adds, “Although 
Luther himself had nothing to do with the carol, the colonies of 
German Lutherans in Pennsylvania almost certainly did.” 
 So the mystery endures.  Who wrote “Away in a Manger?”  

There were apparently two unknown writers:  A German Lutheran 
in Pennsylvania who wrote the first two stanzas, with another un-
known author adding a third verse which first appeared in an 1892 
songbook published by Charles H. Gabriel. 
 Well, who cares?  Certainly not the generations of children 
around the world who have come to love and know the little Jesus 
through this sweet carol, and who have gone to sleep praying: 
 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
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