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This year, the theme for our Mid-Week Advent Worship is Entitled 

 

- THE GHOSTS OF CHRISTMAS - 

 

This time of year, along with all the Christmas parties and getting the decorations out 
and the tree up, sending cards, making the office Christmas party and all the other little 
traditions that go along with Christmas, one thing that is special for many people is tak-
ing a evening or two to watch some of the classic Christmas movies: Frosty the Snow-
man, Rudolf, Itôs a Wonderful life. But of all the Christmas movies and stories, none is 
as well-known and beloved as Charles Dickens, A Christmas Carolðthe story of old 
Ebenezer Scrooge, the meanest, most selfish and despicable man in London. 

This tale has endured for over 150 years because it is most of all a story of hope, a story 
of second chances, and a story of being transformed by Christmas. Who among us 
doesnôt desire such things? 

This year our midweek Advent worship will revolve around a series of sermons that use 
the theme of Dickens classic to help us prepare for and experience a deeper and more 
meaningful Christmas.  

A meaningful Christmas is exactly what we need. A moment to catch our breath in the 
middle of the rush. Advent is becoming more aware of what God is doing in our lives 
and in the world. Whatever has us rushing from place to place can wait for just a mo-
ment. Stop. Take a deep breath. Enjoy your friends and family. Take in the beauty of 
the decorations. Pray and worship. 

Across the church, Advent is the season of slowing down, of waiting and watching. 

Advent is the time that we set aside to prepare our hearts for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus. 

Because if we do not slow down, we will miss it. 

We will miss the quiet hush of God, telling us that we are loved. We will miss the hum-
ble Mary and Joseph, slowly traveling to Bethlehem. And most importantly, we will 
miss that it is all for us. 

So letôs enjoy it. Letôs slow down, and take it all in. In the midst of this busy season, set 
extra time aside for prayer. Join us for worship on Wednesday Evenings, November 30 
and December 7 and 14. 

Allow yourself to take a break just to enjoy the holiness and beauty of this wonderful 
time of year. 

 

Joyfully, 
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John Schoedel  

 St. John Menõs Club  Thomas & Linda Erwin  

 

Betty Hardin  

 St. John General Fund  Daniel & Verna Fritz, Sutton, Johnna & Quincy Page  
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