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#1. THROUGH TRIALS AND TRUST

Read Genesis 39:1-6a. At first glance, Joseph’s situation seems dire. Betrayed by his jealous brothers
and sold into slavery, he was torn from his family, homeland, and identity. Such a fate might lead
many to despair or bitterness. Yet, as we read this passage, we see something remarkable: despite
possibly spending as long as eleven years in Potiphar’s house (we know from chapter 41 that he
was thirty years old when he was elevated by Pharaoh to second in command of all Egypt and
probably spent at least two years in prison before that), Joseph does not give up or lose hope.

The text tells us simply, “The Lord was with Joseph and he became a successful man” (v. 2). This
speaks volumes about Joseph’s ongoing relationship with God, sustaining him through hardship and
injustice. Joseph doesn’t just survive—he thrives. Potiphar recognizes Joseph’s integrity and ability,
entrusting him with full charge of his household.

Joseph's story challenges us to consider how faith and trust in God can enable us to remain faithful,
even in difficult seasons. Are we like Joseph—diligent and trusting that God is with us in every
circumstance? Or do we struggle to see God’s hand in our trials? This connects with Romans 8:28-
29: “And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are
called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed
to the image of his Son...”

Let’s reflect and discuss: In what ways can Joseph’s example deepen our understanding of faith in
action? How does Joseph’s story and Romans 8:28 shape how we respond when we face challenges
or when God'’s plan is unclear?

#2. FAITHFULNESS IN THE FACE OF TEMPTATION & INJUSTICE

Genesis 39:6b-23. Men like Joseph, after experiencing success, often crave new excitement,
sometimes leading to risky sexual temptations. Had Joseph given in, he would have been just another
man among thousands who’ve been in similar situations and caved, but Joseph resisted. He also
likely understood that rejecting the woman’s advances would endanger his position. He may have
been too young to fully appreciate the saying, “Hell hath no fury like a woman scorned,” but he
probably suspected it.

But Joseph will not give in to Potiphar's wife’s continued attempts to lure him into her bed and so
she seeks revenge. And gets it. She’s no fool. Her scheme involved both quick thinking and outright
lying. She takes advantage of Joseph being in the house alone with her, and lying both to her servants
and her husband. And out of all this comes Joseph being put in jail. He is there through no fault of
his own, much like how he was sold into slavery in the first place. In fact, he is put in jail because he
is faithful to God's word and God's will (Gen 39:9).

When the righteous suffer and injustice prevails how do we cope as Christians? What response can
we give?
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Let’s look at chapter 39 and what it tells us how God prepared Joseph for his future. Looking
ahead, we see that God will call Joseph to save the world from starvation by administering a
huge food-gathering project. Name as many ways as you can in which God prepared Joseph.

Joseph experienced being given a task to perform and then watching the Lord work with
him and bless him. This would be important when Joseph was given a much larger task,
covering a longer period of time, and involving many more people. He experienced what
it was like to have his work succeed, have crops grow well, and have people working under
him willingly. He knew what it was to depend on God and how to pray for God’s help.

Joseph grew in his personal managerial skills.

Joseph learned to understand Egypt, its customs, laws, and, perhaps most important, its
language. He learned how to work with the Egyptian people.

He learned about temptation and grew in his ability to withstand it. As the second most
powerful man in Egypt, Joseph would be confronted with many temptations.

Joseph grew to understand what it meant to live as a slave. This was important, for he
would be called to oversee many slaves in the food project.

Joseph learned to understand prison life. No doubt he would have to put some people in
prison for various reasons. His own experience in prison would make him wiser in this
regard.

From the injustice he suffered at Potiphar’s hand, Joseph must have become more
sensitive to the principle of “innocent unless proven guilty.”

No doubt Joseph learned much about prayer and how to go to God continually for strength
and help.

When tempted, Joseph asked, “How then can | do this great wickedness and sin against God?”
How is it possible to apply Joseph’s question to every possible temptation we might face?

What good advice does Joseph give us by his example on how to deal with sexual temptations?



SESSION 11 Answer Key:

1. Romans 8:28 perfectly complements the story of Joseph because it reveals the underlying truth
that God can use every circumstance—good or bad—for a greater purpose in our lives: always
giving us opportunity to share the love of Christ to the world around us. Joseph’s journey from
betrayal and slavery to success and leadership was not random or meaningless; instead, every
hardship was part of God’s sovereign plan to shape Joseph’s character and prepare him to reflect
Christ.

Paul’s words in Romans remind us that “all things work together for good”. This means that even
the darkest moments—being sold into slavery, unjustly accused, and imprisoned—were not
wasted experiences for Joseph. Rather, God was using those trials to mold him into a person who
would embody God’s purposes and ultimately save many lives, including his own family’s.

2. We think Joseph did the right thing running away and leaving his cloak in order to get away. But
things don’t seem to turn out “right” for Joseph. In verses 16-19, we see the vengeance of
Potiphar’'s wife played out by using what he left behind. This part of the story reveals clear
unfairness and injustice, especially in how Joseph is falsely accused despite his integrity.
Additionally, this passage highlights the malicious nature of sin and the way it seeks to harm and
deceive others. Yet God works “all things for good”.

It was God's will that Joseph rise from this prison to lead Egypt and save his family so that the
lineage of Jesus Christ would proceed according to God’ will. For us it would be nice to see her
evil punished but that simply doesn’t always happen in this life. Rather we turn to the cross and
we see there God's justice and righteousness carried out on all evil, not just the wrongs we
perceive. We have seen that God's will will be done in spite of evil. Jesus dying on the cross was
unjust and came about through people doing unjust things to Him, but that is what God used to
bring us salvation.

Yes even Potiphar’s wife’s evil is paid for by the blood of Christ. But that doesn’t do her much
good without repentance. But in everything we are reminded to keep our eyes focused there, on
the cross and resurrection of Jesus. There is something beautiful in the fact that Joseph isn’t on
record trying to defend himself. He stays silent. Sounds very much like Isaiah 53:7 -- He was
oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the
slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.

3. Notes (Isn’'titironic that it's Joe’s cloak that gets him in trouble again.

4. Every sinis a sin against God. Every wrong deed hurts God our Father.

5. We should remind ourselves that if we sin, we sin against God. (This takes care of the
argument that sexual sins are often “victimless” sins.) We should also flee from sexual
temptation, mentally as Joseph did at first but physically also if necessary.



