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Read Genesis 40

In recounting all he’s unjustly suffered in verse 14-15, does Joseph think God to be unfair?
Do you think it was God’s will that Joseph suffered so much injustice and unfairness?

Consider this:

Christians . . . are able to swallow and devour whatever evils confront them and confidently to
expect a thousand advantages for each disadvantage or loss.” Thus, Luther lectured on
Genesis where Joseph told his brothers, “You meant it for evil, but God meant it for good”
(Gen. 50:20). So it goes with the church in this life. Quipped Luther, “We see only groanings,
tears, troubles, and oppression of the poor; we see the devil’s behind; we do not see the face
of God.” What do you think Luther meant by this?

How was Joseph sure that he would be able to interpret the dreams of the cupbearer and
baker?

What should we make of dreams today? Does God still reveal His will to us in this way? In
this case the dreams are from pagan peoples, who do not believe in or acknowledge God?
Why would God reveal the future through dreams to them? Finally, what might be the
dangers of relying on dreams to understand God’s will?

Consider these passages:

Ecclesiastes 5:7
For when dreams increase and words grow many, there is vanity; but God is the one you must fear.

Jerermiah 29:8
For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your prophets and your diviners who are
anong you deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams that they dream. ..

Quotes from Martin Luther:

While he reclined at meal with his family and friends, Luther (as we are often prone to do)
would sometimes discuss portents and signs. At one time, Luther claimed that the end was
near: “The Last Day is at hand. My calendar has run out. | know nothing more in my Scriptures.
All the firmaments and the course of the heavens are slowing down and approaching the end.
For a whole year the Elbe has remained at the same level, and this, too, is a portent.”

AE Vol. 54, No. 1297, pg. 134.

But at times when Luther was pressed on the issues of signs and dreams and portents, he
would say things like this: “I don’t pay attention to either dreams or signs. | have the Word, and
that | let suffice. | don’t want an angel to come to me. | wouldn’t believe him now anyway . .. |
don’t say that dreams and signs are of value at other times, nor do | care, for we already have
everything we should have in the Scriptures.”

AE Vol. 54, No. 508, pg. 90.
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In recounting all he’s unjustly suffered in verse 14-15, does Joseph blame God or think God to be
unfair? Do you think it was God’s will that Joseph suffered so much injustice and unfairness?

What is God’s will? This question feels especially urgent whenever we see suffering and injustice
happening to us or others. When we try to apply this question to specific situations, we don’t always
get a clear answer right away. Sometimes, the things we thought were firm and secure start to fall
apart. Maybe the institutions, people, or churches we believed to be faithful and strong end up
making mistakes or falling into sin. Sometimes this seems to hurt the church and the message of the
Gospel; other times, it actually leads to God being praised and the Gospel spreading even more. Who
could have guessed that Saul, the Pharisee who once persecuted the church, would become an
apostle and servant of Jesus? Even though Saul caused so much harm to early Christians, God turned
him into Paul, one of the church’s greatest leaders.

So, what do we really know about God’s will? We know all His judgments and mercies serve the good
of His Body, the church (Eph. 1:22-23 & Romans 8:28). He rules everything — good times and bad,
plenty and scarcity, feasts and famines — all for the good of you, His church, alive in Him now and
forever. Nothing, not even your hardest problems or injustice, can separate you or God’s people
from His love in Christ Jesus.

Through Holy Baptism, we’ve become God’s children. Just like kids don’t always understand why
their parents do what they do, they still trust that their parents will take care of them. Christians, too,
can face whatever hardships come their way and confidently expect many blessings to come from
them. That’s how Luther explained Genesis when Joseph told his brothers, “You meant it for evil, but
God meant it for good” (Gen. 50:20). This is how life goes for the church here: as Luther put it, “We
see only groans, tears, troubles, and the suffering of the poor; we see the devil’s work; we don’t see
God’s face.” Tie in Hebrews 11!1!

But just as God worked everything out for good in Joseph’s life, in Paul’s, and on Jesus’ cross, He's
working everything out for the good of the church and the Gospel. God is at work, even when we
can’t see it — this is something we believe by faith, not by sight.

How was Joseph sure that he would be able to interpret the dreams of the cup bearer and baker?

e Acknowledgement of God as the Source: Joseph's initial response to the troubled prisoners'
statement about having no one to interpret their dreams was, "Do not interpretations belong to
God? Please tell them to me.". This indicates that Joesph believed that the ability to interpret
dreams was not an innate skill but a gift from God. He confidently made himself available for
God to do that Word if God so desired. Perhaps the Holy Spirit gave him the conviction in that
moment that he should interpret the dreams, much like the Apostles were able to preach in
tongues on Pentecost. We should confidently make ourselves available in the same ways
whenever opportunities to share the gospel arise.

e Trustin God's Plan: Joseph had faith that God would work all things out and the fact that Joseph
urges the Cupbearer to remember him and tell Pharaoh about him shows that Joseph hoped that
through his interpretation this would come about. Only time would tell if Joseph’s interpretation
was correct—three day’s time.
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e Evangelism: Joseph's statement about all interpretations coming from God challenged the
Egyptian belief in human interpreters or diviners, giving proper credit and glory to God as the
true source of understanding and meaning.

What should we make of dreams today? Does God still reveal His will to us in this way? In this case
the dreams are from pagan peoples, who do not believe in or acknowledge God? Why would God
reveal the future through dreams to them? Finally, what might be the dangers of relying on dreams
to understand God’s will?

In the OT and NT we see God speak to people through dreams, even unbelievers (e.g. Potipher’s wife
concerning Jesus). Inthe case of how Joseph knows that God will give him the interpretation we are
not told. But regardless of how God might be working or communicating, our trust and any
interpretation of dreams is always to be grounded in God’s sure word.

Sometimes, | have heard people who converted from Islam to Christianity say that they had a dream
where Jesus came to them and spoke to them. While | don’t deny that dreams like this can be from
the Lord, | think we must always remember that such dreams are not our hope. While they might
point us to the Gospel, they are not the Gospel, themselves.

| have heard people sometimes say after losing a loved one, that they had a dream that their loved
one was in heaven and that is what brought them peace in the midst of the grief. While this dream
could, indeed be from God, | think we must always teach that our true comfort and peace comes
from the testimony of Scripture about redemption for all believers found in Christ’s death and
resurrections and our (and our loved one’s) connection to these things through baptism.

Remember the story of the Rich Man and Poor Lazarus. The Rich Man wanted to go back and warn
his brothers and was certain that if he came back from the dead and appeared to them, that would
be enough to convince them. But Abraham responds: “They have Moses and the Prophets; let them
hear them.” And [the Rich Man] said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the
dead, they will repent.’ [But Abraham] said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the
Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.””

In the Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod (LCMS), dreams are generally viewed with a degree of
caution, emphasizing that God's primary means of communication is through His Word, the
Bible. While acknowledging that God has spoken through dreams and visions in the past, we should
prioritize the Bible as the ultimate source of divine revelation and guidance.

First, we must always place our emphasis on Scripture: The LCMS firmly believes that the Bible is
the inspired and inerrant Word of God, and therefore, it is the ultimate authority for faith and
life. This means that any understanding of dreams or visions must be interpreted in light of Scripture.

Second, we should regard dreams with caution: While not denying the possibility of God using
dreams, the LCMS generally advises caution and discernment when interpreting them. Ecclesiastes
5:7 warns against placing too much hope in dreams, and Jeremiah 29:8 cautions against relying on
the dreams of others.



Third we must always remember what is God's primary form of communication: The LCMS
acknowledges that God has communicated through dreams and visions in past as recorded in the
Bible, such as in the story of Joseph. However, these instances appear to be unique and are distinct
from the ordinary means of grace that God uses today.

Fourth, we must practice discernment: We should test any supposed divine communication against
Scripture. If a dream or vision seems to contradict biblical teachings, it should be disregarded.

Fifth, always the focus is to be on the Means of Grace: The LCMS emphasizes the importance of
the means of grace — Word and Sacrament — as the primary way God communicates with believers
today. They encourage Christians to rely on these means for spiritual growth and guidance.

Finally, while the LCMS doesn't completely dismiss the possibility of God using dreams, we firmly
believe that the Bible is the primary source of divine revelation and that Christians should exercise
caution and discernment when interpreting dreams, always testing them against Scripture

Ecclesiastes 5:7 states, "For when dreams increase and words grow many, there is vanity; but God is the
one you must fear." This verse suggests that while having many dreams and talking excessively might
seem significant, they ultimately amount to nothing of lasting value. The true focus should be on fearing
God.

Jeremiah 29:8 states, “For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let your prophets
and your diviners who are among you deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams that they dream...”

Jeremiah is writing from Jerusalem to the Jewish exiles in Babylon, is addressing a situation where false
prophets are spreading messages that contradict God's true word. These prophets are telling the exiles
what they want to hear - that their exile will be short and they will soon return home.

Jeremiah 29:8 specifically warns the exiles not to be deceived by these prophets and diviners, nor to
listen to the dreams they are promoting as divine messages. The verse highlights that these prophets are
not speaking God's truth, but rather are prophesying lies in God's name. According to some Bible
commentaries, the dreams they are promoting are not genuine prophecies but rather figments of their
own imaginations or reflections of the people's desires.

The broader context of Jeremiah 29:1-14 reveals that God's message to the exiles is to settle in Babylon,
build lives there, seek the city's welfare, and trust in God's plan for their future. This message is in stark
contrast to the false hope offered by the prophets who encourage them to expect an immediate return.



