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#1. WISDOM AND LOVE

Read Genesis 47:13-26. Joseph has shown himself to be a man of God—one who trusts that in
all things God works for the good of those whom He loves and has called according to His
purposes” (Romans 8:28). But now the famine in the land has become so great that no one even
has any money left to buy food, yet Joseph not only “gathers” up all the money in the land, the
livestock, but even conscripts the people into Pharaoh’s service, making Pharaoh supremely rich
and powerful. At first blush this seems harsh and abusive. But what wisdom might there be in
Joseph’s actions?

#2. PREPARING TO DIE
Read Genesis 47:27-31. “What will | be like on my death bed?” While it might seem like a morbid
thought, it should be easy for us to answer. Shouldn’t it?

What request did Jacob make of Joseph? How do we imitate what Jacob did here?
Read Hebrews 11:21.

#3 DOUBLE BLESSINGS

Read Genesis 48. Recall that Reuben, the firstborn, had slept with his father’s wife Bilhah. He
lost the right of the firstborn, the double portion that was customarily given to the firstborn.
Who received the double portion and how did he receive it?

What was wrong with Jacob’s blessing of Joseph’s two sons? Why?

In Genesis 48:15, Jacob calls God his “shepherd.” This is the first time God is called that in the
bible. What is significant about this, especially since it is Jacob calling God by this name?



#4. If Jacob could not see because he was going blind, how did he discern to cross hands and
bless the younger over the older? Was Jacob's action in blessing Joseph's sons in this
unconventional way merely motivated by his earlier experiences in life or was it a Spirit-led

decision? If so, why?

An ancient Roman emperor once said that the greatest difference between Christians and
pagans is that “Christians die well.” He should have known, because he put many of them
to death. Sometimes when a faithful Christian dies, people in the church might comment

“He died well.” What do people mean when they say that?

#5.




SESSION 19 Answer Key:

Question 1:

Ancient church father, Ambrose, commented that if Joseph had just given the food away for nothing it
would have been too easy for the people to stop cultivating the land and the economy would have
tanked. It could have also lead to propheteering and a black market. He instead supports them in
cultivating their land by giving them seed and supplies. They become sharecroppers, keeping 4/5’s of
the crop. Quite generous compared to other ancient practices of Mesopotamia (Code of Hammurabi)
which could demand 1/3 to % of the crops from farmers.

Notice, too, Joseph’s knack at making his master look great and furthering the kingdom of His master.
This goes back to the parable of the talents. The third servant is condemned because he didn’t use
the talent to benefit His master. It would have been better for the servant to have tried and failed
than to have done nothing at all. (Matthew 25) The wisdom of Joseph benefits the Pharaoh all the
way to the present (verse 26) “to this day” when Moses was writing over 400 years later.

Question 2:

| am sure that on my death bed | will regret many things, but will | acknowledge the shepherding and
the redeeming of God in my life? | will no doubt think of lost opportunities, but will | have passed on
to my children the things | learned about God?

Jacob did not want to be buried in Egypt. He had his eyes on God’s promise to him and his people. He
saw the Promised Land being given to his children and wanted to be among them. We too look
forward to the promised land of heaven and shape our lives here on earth accordingly. Our funeral
too becomes a way to orient people and declare our faith in Christ and the resurrection.

e Jacob, like His fathers, believed in the future resurrection and wanted to rise in the land that God
had promised to His fathers and to him personally.

e Jacob knew God's promise to him personally was that he would return to the land of his fathers
(Gen 46:4)

e As head of the family he wanted to be an example and a reminder for the rest of the family that
this place, Egypt, is not their home! It was easy for them to get conformable, especially as they
became more prosperous, and simply stay where they were. But Jacob's desire, even in death,
was a reminder that this is not the place God ultimately had for them.

And if you hadn't noticed, all of this is a reminder for us as well. Especially when we are so
comfortable here. Like Egypt (of which it is a picture), this world is not our home. We have a
heavenly calling and the believer is a citizen of another land (Phil 3:20). So we are to put God's
promises first.

Question 3:

Josephs’s sons are adopted by Jacob. Verse 5 says they replace the older two sons — Ruben and
Simeon. Levi also never became a tribe with an established territory but was dispersed. So Joseph
then receives the double portion. But notice Joseph’s younger son gets the higher honor just like with
Jacob.



Question 4:
There is a similarity in the unconventional manner in which all the patriarchs bless their sons.
e In Genesis 16, we learn that Ishmael was born first to Abraham, yet Isaac is the one who
receives the first-born blessing (Genesis 25:5).
e In Genesis 27, we learn that Isaac had twin son, but Esau came out first, thus becoming the
firstborn. Yet, Jacob schemes his way into receiving the blessing of the firstborn (Genesis 27:19).
e Jacob's firstborn was Reuben (Genesis 29:32), but due to his sinful actions in Genesis 35:22-23,
he is denied the prominence as firstborn, and that role passed on to Joseph (1 Chronicles 5:1-2)
e Here in Genesis 48, though Manasseh is the first born of Joseph, Jacob blesses Ephraim (his
younger brother) with the rights of the firstborn.

It’s likely Jacob didn’t realize what he was doing until it was pointed out but the irony of it might
have dawned on him that God works in mysterious ways and that this is exactly the unlikely way he
worked through Jacob and Esau.

Question 5:

Well, some probably simply mean that he lived a long, full life. In that sense this man certainly died well-
he was almost 96. More often, however, we probably mean that the person died with no unfinished
business. His life was in order, relationships with family and friends were all solid, and any forgiveness
that needed to happen had been taken care of. In that sense, too, this man died well.

But the most important thing / mean when | say about someone, “He died well” is that the person is
ready to meet God, that he or she knew the Savior personally, and will be there to meet me when my
time comes. In today’s Scripture text | find two biblical examples of dying well-one even better than the
other. | think we can learn from them both.

In Hebrews 11, "dying well" is presented as a consequence of living a life of faith. It's not about a
painless or easy death, but rather a death characterized by faith in God's promises and a focus on the
eternal reward, even amidst earthly hardships. The chapter highlights examples of individuals who,
despite not fully receiving the promised blessings in their lifetime, lived and died with unwavering
faith.

Isn’t it amazing that Jacob simply knew that God would bring Israel back.



