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When Life’s
Session 4: Suffering for the Sake of Christ Complicated

Read Philippians 1:12-14

1. What blessings (advancement) did Paul’s imprisonment bring?
T For the sake of the Gospel:
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T For the sake of the Christians in Rome:

T For the sake of the least likely group of people: Through his sufferings and witness, Paul is

able to influence even those in the

2. Do you think Christian suffering and persecution continues to work in the same way today?
Does it serve to advance the gospel?

1 Thessatonians 516, 18
“Rejoice always, . . . give thanks in all circumstances,
Sor this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for youn”

3. Secularism is Christianity’s biggest threat today. It is more than just a separation between
Church and State—Secularism is anti-religious. Today religion in America (Christianity) is
attacked more than ever by secular ideals. Consider the following quote about education from a
leading government advocate for public education in America:

“We have a vision where children are not segregated according to the beliefs of their parents and
where faith is incidental, not all defining. We see a_future where all kids get a good education,
not twisted by religions views of sexuality or of science. We see a future where religion is a choice,
not imposed, but where if it is chosen, it can be followed freely and openly as long as it doesn’t
impact others. .. what a positive and productive future that would be for our children, indeed.”

T What are the hidden dangers for Christianity lurking in a “vision” like this?

Read Philippians 1:15-18a

4. Could Paul be referring to heretics and false teachers in this passage? No. See Galatians 1:6-9
for how Paul writes about false teachers. So, who are the people Paul is referring to in
Philippians 1:15 & 172 What does he mean when he says, “/They] preach Christ out of envy and
rivalry”’?



There may be times when we are engaged in some kind of conflict or have animosity toward a
leader or preacher in the church. We may disagree with certain decisions or feel that the leader
or preacher has certain wrong motives. In such instances, what does our sinful human nature
tempt us to do in regards to the leader’s or preacher’s message and ministry? What should be
our attitude if they are preaching the true gospel?

Read Philippians 1:18b-26

0.

Paul was confident that through the prayers of the saints and the work of God’s Spirit, he
would be delivered (vs.19). We hear that and we think he’s talking about being released from
prison, but a better translation might be, “I will be victorious.” With this in mind, what victory
would be his if he lived? If he died?

Paul said that he was confident that he would not be ashamed. What did he have in mind with
the word ashamed?

Romans 116
For I am not ashamed of the gospel,
Jor it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes,
to the Jew first and also to the Greek.

How did he expect his trial to end? Why?
What might keep us from being “torn between the two” as Paul was? -- “To live is Christ and

to die is gain.” Can you say, as Paul did, that no matter what happens in life, you will be okay
in life or death?

10. In times of struggle, our ultimate JOY is found in the hope we have in Jesus Christ, so through

prayer we ask for eyes to see beyond the here-and-now, peering ahead to the eternal life we’ll
have with Him. Is this just pollyannish thinking?



