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~ #1. OPENING DISCUSSION

Read Genesis 29:31 - 30:24. What’s in a name? Part of the problem we have with our reading today
is that it just seems to be a list of births between to competing wives. But each name given to the
son’s of Jacob indicate something about the faith of Rachel and Leah. Did they trust God or do we see
some serious idolatry going on here? On what or on whom were these sisters basing their meaning
and purpose for life? In their pursuit of family, what sin did they resort to that we’ve seen before in
Genesis?

Today, most parents choose names for their children primarily based on how they sound or their
uniqueness. Occasionally, a name might be passed down to honor a relative—what we might call a
"family name." However, it's rare for us to select names that reflect our faith and trust in God. But
our children are probably relieved that they aren’t burdened with names like Peace, Mercy, Increase,
or Ichabod. But behind the scenes, there is something greater at work. The man that Rachel and Leah
are married to was no ordinary man. He was the bearer of the promise given to Abraham and Issac.
This means there was much at stake in the conflict between these sisters. What could this mean for
any of the sons that would be birthed by these sisters?

#2. LIKE A SOAP OPERA

The way people treat people is in itself a statement about the value they place on God. Those who
believe that men and women are created in the divine image treat people quite differently from those
who have no such conception. This is clearly demonstrated in the different values placed on human
life and cultures that have a Judeo-Christian foundation and those which are built on different
concepts. In personal relationships, this is equally true. Those who believe that the Lord is interested
and involved in relationships are much more careful about the way they treat each other than those
who simply regard people as pawns in a game.

“

What thoughts and comments could we make about the relationships we see in Jacob’s family? In
what ways do Jacob’s interactions with his family demonstrate His belief in the divine image of each
person and the Abrahamic promise that through his lineage, God was going to bless all peoples? Can
we see instances where this belief is either upheld or violated in his relationships?

#3. WAITING ON GOD

Read Genesis 30:25-43.

Two deceivers try to out-deceive one another. Laban takes his variegated flock and keeps them
separate—a three-day journey—and puts them under the care of his sons. This way, Jacob can have
no claim over them because they are not under his care. But incidentally, how does this deceit hurt
Laban in the end?
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Jacob, on the other hand, takes matters into his own hands and does everything possible to bring forth
variegated lambs and kids from the flocks under his care. He employs a technique that utilized stripped
branches in the drinking water to influence the genetics of the flocks (we don’t know if this was mere
superstition or if some specific nutrient in the bark made a difference) and he employs selective
breeding techniques: Keeping the variegated flocks separate from the solid-colored flocks and only
breeding the strong animals and culling the weak. But verse 43 makes it clear that it was more than
Jacob’s savviness with animal husbandry that make him prosperous and wealthy. Indeed, Laban said it
well in verse 27: “the Lord has blessed me because of you.” In verse 30 Jacob also gives all the credit to
God in saying: “the Lord has blessed you wherever | turned.”

In Christianity, the Golden Rule is: "Do unto others as you would have them do unto you." This means
treating others with kindness, regardless of how they treat you. In contrast, the worldly Golden Rule
is: "Do unto others what they do to you," which promotes the idea of revenge or getting even. How
does the interaction between Jacob and Laban illustrates the advantages of following the Christian
Golden Rule and the dangers of adhering to the worldly version.

It is natural to want to defend ourselves and to retaliate against injustice. It is not natural to allow
unjust circumstances. But God’s desire is for us to display before the world the unnatural fruits of the
Spirit that come through faith in Christ. Consider what the bibles says in the following verses:

Romans 12:17-21

"Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is in the sight of all. If possible, so far as
it depends on you, live with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of
God, for it is written, 'Vengeance is mine, | will repay, says the .' To the contrary, if your enemy
is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning
coals on his head. Do not be overcome by , but overcome evil with S

Matthew 5:38-40
"You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.' But | say to you, Do not
resist the one who is . But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other M

Galatians 5:22-23
"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, , kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no !

1 Peter 2:21-23 \
"For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for N “
you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his

He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his M )

Ephesians 4:31-32 f
"Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away / '}
from you, along with all . Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, \ (4
forgiving one another, as God in Christ you." A _‘ /
LR : } £
Colossians 3:12-14 N o
"Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, ' * ¥ | J '
kindness, humility, meekness, and . Bearing with one another and, if ,ﬂ, \ “ 4
one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has {\‘Q-\. A /
you, so you also must " \ § \ &) '
)
\ \ l\" }/(’/ \
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SESSION 4 Answer Key:

#1 - While they pray and name their children after the Lord’s provision, nevertheless, the rivalry and the
animosity and despair seem to suggest that their husband’s affections and their fertility was of greater
value than will of God. Whatever we must have instead of, or in addition to the one true God, is our
idol. Rachel and Leah’s theology may be orthodox—they talk about God and talk to Him—but their
treasures something else. What is it that makes you worry and be anxious? What is it that most
infuriates you or brings you joy? What is that you obsess over most or sacrifice anything for? Your
answer to these questions may well be your idol.

In service to their idol, they are willing to give their maidservants to their husband, as Sarah had in
Gensis 16. Though Rachel seems to credit God for the births of Dan and Naphtali, the author of
Genesis does not mention God’s agency in this as is the case with other births mentioned in this
chapter.

Our name for Lonnie - (Will)iam for “God’s will”

The background question, ultimately is: Who would be the mother of the one through whom the
Abrahamic blessing would extend? Who would be the ancestor of the long-awaited messiah. God
reverse things by making the birthright extend through Juda (although, it should have been Ruben,
Simeon or Levi, but as we will see they are disqualified).

#2 - Prior to Jacob’s dream at Bethel, we see what little regard he had for others in the way he treated his
father and his brother. But you would think that after being given such a beautiful promise from God
(28:13-17), his view would have been different.

How a Christian handles relationships says a lot about their view of the value of every individual. To
treat a person badly is to say, “You are not worthy of my time and attention.” And yet, consider how
that flies in the face of what we believe about God: That he loves each of us, cares for us like a Father,
and gave His son to die for our sins. How can we see others as unworthy of our time and attention if
God not only loves us so much but also loves them!!!

What little see described here of Jacob’s relationships with his wives shows us someone who has much
growing yet to do in the faith. When Rachel comes to him in 30:1-2, lamenting the fact that she is
barren, Jacob just gets angry and impatient with her. And with Leah... well, even though he had never
intended to marry her, he doesn’t seem to mind having children with her. But the moment she seems
infertile, he has nothing to do with her; to the extent that, she has to hire out his services!!! (30:16).
Soon we’ll see that Jacob does not have a great relationship with his father-in-law either.

As Christians, we understand that we must seek to forgive and show the fruits of the Spirit even when
we don’t want to or don’t feel like it or feel like we have every right to shun, avoid, or hate another
person because of their sinful behavior or words. But we aren’t given a choice in these matters. We
forgive because we are forgiven (5th petition of the Lord’s prayer).

#3 - The fact that Jacob prospers anyway, despite Laban’s trick, demonstrates all the more that God is with
Jacob. Sadly there doesn’t seem to be much concern for godliness from either Laban or Jacob—unless
there talking prosperity and success—in which case, they are happy to talk about God. Divination and
superstition abound in this passage. And when it comes to the down and dirty of life, both men are
unhesitating in getting down and dirty in the way they treat each other.



The Golden Rule, as Christ taught it, teaches us to live by grace—not so that we do nothing, expecting
God to do everything—but that we live out that grace in faith and trust in all that He has done for us in
Christ. The World’s version of the Golden Rule just teaches us to play games. And if we happen to win
the game, we’re typically only confirmed in our thinking that we can fix our own problems and live by
our own rules, with or without God.

#4 - Romans 12:17-21

"Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is in the sight of all. If possible, so far
as it depends on you, live with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath

of God, for it is written, 'Vengeance is mine, | will repay, says the .'To the contrary, if your enemy
is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning
coals on his head. Do not be overcome by , but overcome evil with

Answer:** honorable, peaceably, Lord, evil, good
Matthew 5:38-40**

"You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.' But | say to you, Do not
resist the one who is . But if anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other S

Answer:** evil, also
Galatians 5:22-23

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, , kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no S

Answer:** self-control, law
1 Peter 2:21-23

"For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that
you might follow in his . He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his S

Answer:** steps, mouth
Ephesians 4:31-32

"Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all
. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ you."

Answer:** malice, forgave
8. Colossians 3:12-14
"Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility,

meekness, and . Bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving
each other; as the Lord has you, SO you also must S

Answer:** patience, forgiven, forgive



