PH
T, OPENING DISCUSSION

Read Genesis 31:1-13. Last week we saw Jacob trying desperately to prosper over and against the
schemes of his uncle Laban. How easy it is in life to trust in our own clever ideas and strategies—
some even more far-fetched that Jacob’s breeding sticks—and then give them the credit for our
prosperity and success. If we have prospered in our careers or invested successfully in the stock
market, we think our own savvy skills are responsible. If we have a good marriage and obedient kids,
we imagine our wonderful relational and parenting skills are the cause. Our pride in ourselves knows
no bounds, even when it comes to our religion. If we are growing in sanctification, or developing a
successful church ministry, or really serving our neighbor’s needs, we are tempted to take credit for
it. But Psalm 127:1 says: “Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless
the Lord watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain. It is in vain that you rise up
early and go late to rest, eating the bread of anxious toil; for he gives to his beloved sleep.
Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a reward. Like arrows in the hand
of a warrior are the children of one's youth.” What are the lessons we should learn from this psalm?
How does Genesis 31 make clear where Jacob’s success came from? Who is the one talking in verses
11-137?

#2. READY TO GO

Laban’s abuse, oppression and trickery is not ultimately what causes Jacob to leave and go back home
to Caanan. So, what is Jacob’s motivation?

“

Consider Hebrews 1:1-2 —

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to
us by bis Son, whom he appointed the beir of all things, through whom also be created the world.

These verses make clear that we should not expect that God would speak to us in the same ways He
does to Jacob in our text from Genesis—although God can work in any way He chooses—instead, the
author to the Hebrews says that in Christ, we now know everything we need to know from God
already. So, what exactly does God say to us through Christ? How do these answers we have in Christ
help us in our prayers for guidance and wisdom in life?

#3. WHO DO WE TRUST?

Read Genesis 31:14-55. What seems to be Leah’s and Rachel’s motivation for leaving their father
and sticking with Jacob? Why does Rachel steal her father’s idols? Consider the contrasts between
Rachel and her aunt and mother-in-law, Rebekah.



#4. What do we learn about Laban in this chapter? Additionally, God appears in Laban’s dreams, also.
What is the significance of what Gods says to Laban?

#5. Note also in verses 52-54, Jacob and Laban make a covenant. Which God/gods do they swear by?
What do you think is the significanc of Jacob calling God by the name “the Fear of Isaac?” How do
our names for God and the way we address Him reveal what we believe about who He is?

#6. Read Genesis 32:1-2. What an incredible and comforting sight. Can you imagine!?! From a literary
perspective, what is so significant about Jacob seeing angels as he reenters the Promised Land?

All over the bible we see little moments like this, where God roles back the curtain and His saints
see that they are not alone. One great example is 2 Kings 6:16, where Elisha explains to his
frightened servant that “those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” Based on
this wonderful, blessed visions like these, what might we conclude about our own times of struggle
and danger in life? See 1 John 4:4.



SESSION 7 Answer Key:

#1- Our houses and our families are God’s gifts. He alone gets the credit. We've all seen wealthy,
prosperous families fall apart. And our own righteousness is no guarantee. At the end of the day, we
live by grace alone. Solomon is the author of this psalm. Consider his life. But he teaches:

That the concept of “building the house” extends beyond physical construction; it's about our human
efforts in marriage and family life which are ultimately in vain. Solomon teaches that God must be at
the center of household affairs for true success and fulfillment. While people may work hard, Solomon
highlights that it is ultimately God's blessing and support that sustains households and communities.
Human labor should be seen as a discipline rather than the source of sustenance. Our hard work is
about serving God not self. Faith trusts Him to take care of us. Those who rely on God cultivate a
mindset of gratitude and peace, understanding that their labor, though necessary, does not earn them
sustenance; it is God's grace that truly sustains them.

Jacob’s success is from the Lord and Jesus, Himself, makes that clear in verses 11-13. He is the Angel
of God. He is also the one who taught about worrying about tomorrow in Matthew 6—that if God takes
care of the birds and the lilies, which are more beautiful than Solomon, in all his glory, how much more
will He take care of us.

#2—Faith in God’s promises. (Genesis 31:1-3 & 11-13). Jacob describes God’s communication as like a
dream.

#3—There doesn’t seem to be any declaration of undying love here or romantic attachment. These sisters
seem to be motivated more by money and financial security. Rachel steals the household idols... could
it be because they were made of precious metals? Or could she be looking for security from these
gods? Rebekah was willing to go because she believed that God had a purpose in it, leaving the
household of Laban with nothing for a share in the promise that God had given to Abraham and Isaac.

#4-- We learn that Laban is a sleaze. While many English translations have God saying to Laban: “do not
say anything good or bad to Jacob.” If this is the case, than Laban says much that would seem in
violation of God’'s command. However, the Hebrew says, “good to bad.” This might imply that God
forbids anymore two-faced trickery, of which Jacob has been so susceptible. Notice how God is directly
intervening to accomplish the fulfillment of the Abrahamic promise.

#5—Hebrew word for God is actually plural—Elohim. It means “gods.” But, funny enough, the OT uses this
plural word to name the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Perhaps this is a hint of the doctrine of the
Holy Trinity. But it makes it hard to know if Laban is referring to the true God or to the false God’s that
Abraham’s ancestors worshiped (a reference to Joshua 24:2)—Laban obviously was an idol worshiper.
But Jacob spells out exactly who his God is in a very specific way! He trusts in no one else but the God
of his father and his grandfather.

Do we speak of God only in generic terms, calling on His name more as a swear word or casually in
conversation to punctuate a sentence? Or do we speak to others about the God who saves in Jesus
Christ? Is He our Fear? Do we listen to His word and seek to let it define our lives?



